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| And other Libertines, 
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RO MANISTS 


8 Pretended CMuxch s, equally Refuſed and Re- 
futed, in a Two-fold Apology for the Church 
and People of God called in Deriſton Quakers. | 

. WHEREIN | 

They are Vindicated from thoſe that accuſe them of Diſorder 
and Confufion on the one hand, and from ſuch as Calumniate 
them with Tyranny and [mpsſi2i0n on the other: ſhewing, 
that as the True and Pure Principles of the Goſpel are Re- 
ſtored by their Teſtimony 3 ſo is alſo the Antient Apoſtolick 
ORDER. of the Church of Chriſt re-eſtabliſhed among 
them, and ſetled upon it's Right Bai and Foundation. 


By ROBERT BARCLAY, 


| Phil. 2. 3. Let nothing be done throughStrife, or Vain Glory; I in 
Lowlineſs of Mind let each eſteem another better than themſelves, 

Heb: 13. 7. Remember them that bav? the Rule over you, who 
ſpoke unto you the Word of God, whoſe Faith follow. 


DUBL I N: Printed by Eliz. Sadleir on the Blind- Key, 
for Sam. Fuller, at the Globe in Meath-Street, 1726. 
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THE 


PREFACE 


N TO THE 


N 


READER: 


UCH is the Malignity of Man's Nature in his 
) fallen State, and ſo averſe is be from walking 
the Straight and Even-Path of TRUTH, thar 
every turn he is inclinable to lean either to the 
igbt Hand or to the Left; yea, ſuch as by the 
ork of God's Grace in their Hearts, and powerful 
erat ion of his Spirit have obtained an Entrance in 
1s way, are daily moleſted, and ſet upon on all 
ands ; ſome ſtriving to draw them the one Way, 
ethe ot her: And if through the Power of God 
ey be kept faithful and ſtable, then are they Ca- 
mutated on both Sides; each likening or compa- 
uw them to the Worſt of their Enemies. 
Thoſe that are acquainted with the Holy Scrip- 
res, may obſerve this to be the Lot of the Saints 
all Ages ;, but eſpecially thoſe, whoſe Place it hath 
en to Reform and Reſtore the Ruins of the Houſe 
God, when decayed. or any confiderable Time 
we been liable to ſuch Cenſures : Hence thoſe that 
about Repairing of the Walls of Jeruſalem, were 
reſitated to work with the one Hand, and defend 
Ith the other, A 2 Chriſt 
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Chriſt is accuſed of the Jews as a Samaritan: 2 

and by the Samaritans quarrelled for being a Jeu. 755 | 

| The Apoſtle Paul is whipped and impriſoned by 1h 
| Gentiles, and upbraided with being a Jew, ai. ar 
teaching their Cuſtoms ; the ſame Paul is haled mil 5 fo 

ready to be killed by the Jews, for breaking the Lan, a 7 | 
and defiling the Temple with the Gentiles. Ie 
like hath alſo befallen theſe faithful Witneſſes au,“ 
Meſſengers, whom God has raiſed up in this D n 
witneſs for his Truth, which hath long been ini 


great Meaſure hid; but now is againrevealed, ail th 
many brought to be Witneſſes of it, who thereby a, 557 


This People thus gathered, bave not wanted thin 
Tryals, that uſually accompany the Church of Chri} br oth 
both on the Right-Hand aud on the Left, each CM 

raiterizing them in ſuch Terms, as they have j ud 
would prove moſt to their Diſadvantage. Fr 
whence ( as the Teſtimony of the falſe Witneſſ 
againſt our Lord did not agree, neither do tiv/ 
ainſt us) ſome will have us to be Fooliſh, Mal 
reatures z others to be deep, ſubtil Politicians; 

* ſome to be illiterate, tgnoran! 
* Fobn Owen charges Fellows; others to be Learnct 

us with ſo much Ig: Cunning Jeſuits ander a me! 


norance,that though Vizzard: Divers Profeſſors wi 
he writes aga inſt us 


in Lari have us to be only Penſione 
will — und wo rot? ofthe Fr Papiſt 
it. And Thomas Dan - hut the Papiſts abhor us as Ht 
ſen 1 the — reticks: Sometimes we are a 
ing Feſuirs, ſentfrom ſorderly, Confuſed Rabble, lt 
abroad under this Ving every one to do as they li 
Vizzard, againſt all good Order and Gi 
vernment ; at other Tims 

al 


come to walk in the Light of the Lord. | ork 6 


— — 
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itan; re ſo much for Order, as we admit not Men to ex- 


Jen. reiſe the Liberty of their own Judgment. Thus 
by ti! Wre our Reputat ions toſſed by the Envy of our Ad- 
3 * Werſartes ; which yet cannot but have this Effet 
ed Au 


Works againſt us; and hom theſe Men, by their 

N True it is, we have laboured to walk amidſt theſe 

Wn both Hands : For ſuch hath always been the 

ed train Truths ; that there-through they might ſhel. 
ich Cl. and the Prophets to vindicate their Abuſes ; 
Vit neſa the Apoſtles, to uphold Things quite contrary to 
ticians WW Bur to deſcend more particularly ; There be Two 


bon ſober-minded People, as to fee what MALICE 
WEontradifory Aſſertions concerning us, ſave us the 
ans, while they Refute one another, 
Ertremities; and upon our appearing for the Truth, 
0 ae have found Things good in themſelves abuſed 
ehh an 
2 of an A poſtacy, to keep up the Shadow of 
 Chri} er other Evils. Thus the Jews made Uſe of the 
e Judge, and to Crucify Chriſt: Aud hom much many 
Fu briſtians ab»ſe the Scriptures and the Traditions 
do a, hem, will in the General be readily acknowledges 
1, a moſt. 1 
ignore hings eſpecially, both of which in their Primitive 
Learn were appointed; and did very much contribute 


r 4 1: Showards the Edification of the Church: The one is, 
ſſors vi The Power and Authority, which the f 
enſione \poſtles had given them of Chriſt, for I. 

y PapiliWhe Gathering, Building up and Govern- 


1 as He g of his Church; by Virtue of which Power. 
are Dad Authority they alſo wrote the Holy Scrip— 
ble, eures. 3 | h | 

they The other 75, That Priviledge given 

and G! devery Chriſtian under the Goſpel, to II. 
T int) "he led and guided by the Spirit of Chriſt, ' 
nd to be taught thereof in all Things. 


PRI 
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Now, both theſe in the Primitive- Church wrought 
effeFually towards the ſame End of Edification; 


and did (as in their Nature they may, and in their” 


Uſe they ought to do) in a good Harmony very wel 


conſiſt together: But by the Workings of Satan ail 
Perverſeneſs of Men. they are made to fight again 


and deſtroy one another, For on the one Hand th 


Authority and Power. that reſided in the Apoltle 


while it is annexed and entailed to an outward Or. 


dination and Succeſſion of Teachers, is made Vſe i 
to cloak and cover all Manner of Abuſes, even th: 


Hetrht of Idolatry and Superſtition. For by Vi. 
tue of this Succeſſion, theſe Men claiming the lik 
Infallibility, that was in the Apoſtles (though thy 
be Strangers to any inward Work, or Manifeſt atin 


of the Spirit in their Hearts) will needs oblige di 
others to acquieſce and agree to their Concluſions 
however different from or contrary to the Truth 
of the Goſpel ; and yet for any to call ſuch Concli. 
ſions in Queſt ion. or Exawine them, is no leſs tha 
a Heinous Hereſy, deſerving Death, gc. Of 
while the Revelation of God's Mind is wholly bound 
ap to theſe Things already delivered in the Scri} 
tures, (as if God had ſpoke his laſt Words ther! 


: to his People) we are put with 
* by faith, Fames our own Natural Underſtandings 
— ems * * to debate about the Meanings 
Precdpierian. in his them,and forced to interpret then, 


Expoſition upon 70t as they plainly ſpeak, but ac. 


the Revelations. cording to the Analogy of a cer- 


tain Faith made by Men, not 0 
much contrived to anſwer the Scriptures. as tht 
Scriptures are ſtrained to vindicate it: which to 
doubt of, is alſo counted Hereſy, deſerving no * 

. that 


2 E 
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Ian Ejeßt ion out of our Native Country, and to be 


vr oug 

= Fobbed of the common Aid our Nativity entitles us 
in then. Aud on this hand, we may boldly ſay, both Papiſts 
ery wel d Proteſtants have greatly gone aſide. 

tan an On the other Hand, ſome are ſo great Pretenders 
again Inward Motions and Revelations of the Spirit, 
and ih bar there are no Extravagancies ſo wild, which 
450l .be will not cloak with them; and ſo much are they 
ard Or every One's following their own Mind, as can 
» Uſe A mit of no Chriſtian-Fellowſhip and Community, 
ven thr of that good Order and Diſcipline, which the 
by Vir. burch of Chrift never was, nor can be without. 
he li bis gives an open Door to all Libertiniſm, and 
gh tin Gt Reproach to the Chriſt i an- Faith. And 
eſtatin r bis Hand have foully fallen the German-Ana. 
blige A Nptiſts, ſo call d. John of Leyden, Knipperdolling, 
juſiom -. (in Caſe theſe monſtrous Things committed 


Trauth them be ſuch as they are related) and ſome more 


Concly.Wderate of that Kind have been found among the 
eſs chal eople in England, called Ranters; as it is true, 
= Or- e People called Quakers have been branded with 
y bouniſ ot hof theſe Extreams: It is as true, it hat h been 
 Scrid pud is their Work to avoid them; and to be found 
Is there" that even and good Path of the Primitive-Church, 
ut with bere all were (no doubt) led and acted by the 


oly Spirit; and might all have Propheſied one 
dy one; and yet there was a Subjection of the 
t them Prophets to the Spirits of the Prophets. There 
but a. Na an Authority ſome had in the Church, and het 
* 2 cer. ( was for Edification, and not for Deſtruction: 
vt ere was an Obedience in the Lord to ſuch as 
as the Pere ſet over; and a being taught by ſuch, and 
hich to Pet 4 Knowing of the Inward Anointing, by which 
10 each Individual was to be led into all Truth. The 
. that 9a 4 Work 


indings 
ing 0 


= 
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Work and Teſtimony the Lord hath given us in 
to reſtore this again, and to ſet both theſe in their 
right Place, without cauſing them to ' deſtroy ou 
another. To manifeſt how this is Accompliſhed, aui 
Accompliſhing among us, is the Buſineſs of this Tre. 
tiſe; which, [hope, will give ſome Satisfattion to Mn 

of Sober Tudgments, and impartial and unprej uli. 
cate Spirits: Aud may be made uſeful in the zl 
Hand of the Lord, to Confirm and Eft abliſh Erie" 
againſt their preſent Oppoſers ; Which is main 
intended and earizeftly prayed for By 2 


. — — — 
, 


Robert Barclay. 


The 17th of the 8th | 
| 


* Month, 1674. 
End t. 


Law, 
Childr 
try ot 
Comm! 
Mount 
pi ppall 
ney al 
t plea 
Jeſus 


THI ing p 


eouſn! 
ation 
aimſel 


— 
THE 

oy ous 

A NANO HY 

= OF THE 


| Banters» &c. 
FA n e 


The Introduction and Method of this Treatiſe. 


his own appointed Time The End of the 
had ſeen meet to put an nh and Begin- 
g of che Gol- 
End to the Diſpenſation of the pel · Diſpenfati- 
Law, which was delivered to the on recited. 
Children of Iſrael, by the Mini- 
try of Moſes ; through and by whom he did 
Communicate unto them in the Wilderneſs from 
ount Sinai, divers Commandments, Ordinances, 
Appaintments and Obſervations, according as 
hey are teſtified in the Writings of the Law ; 
t pleaſed him to ſend his' own Son the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in the Fulneſs of Time : who ha- 
os perfectly fulfilled the Law, and the Righ- 
1 II EPeourneſs thereof, gave Witneſs to the Diſpen- 
ation of the Goſpel, And having approved 
zimſelf, and the Excellency of his Doctrine, by 
many 


| 1 Fter that the Lord God in 
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many great and wonderful Signs and Miracle; 
he ſealed it with his Blood; and triumphing 
over Death (of which it was impoſſible for hin 
to be held) he cheriſhed and encouraged his de. 
ſpiſed Witnefles, who had believed in him, i 
that he appeared to them, after he was raiſed 
from the Dead; comforting them with th: 
Hope and Aſſurance of the pouring forth of hi; 
Spirit, by which they were to be led and order. 
ed in all things; in and by which, he was to be 
with them to the End of the World, not ſuffer. 
ing the Gates of Hell to prevail againſt them 
By which Spirit come upon them, they being 
filled, were cmboldned to preach the ,Goſpe 


without Fear; and in à ſhort Time, Thouſansif 


were added to the Church: and the Mulrtitud: 
of them that believed, were of one Heart, and d 
one Soul, and great Love and Zeal prevailed, 

and there was nothing lacking for a Seaſon. 
But all that were caught in the Net, did not 
prove good and wholeſom Fiſh; 


The Divers ſome were again to be caſt into 


3 4 that Ocean, from whence the) 
in the Apoſtles were drawn: Of thoſe many tha 
Days. were called, all proved not choſet 

Veſſels, fit for the Maſter's Uſe; 
and of all that were brought into the great Sup. 
per, and Marriage of the King's Son, there wert 
that were found without the Wedding-Garment, 


Some made a Shew for a Seaſon, and afterward 


fell away : there were that drew back ; ther 


were that made Shipwreck of Faith, and of 
good Conſcience : There were not only ſuch a 


did backſlide themſelves, but ſought to oy 
others 


thers 
1 *eking 
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iraclez 
7 phing 
Or him 
his de. 


Sthers into the ſame Perdition with themſelves, 
Scking to overturn their Faith alſo : yea, there 
Pere that brought in Damnable-Hereſies, even 
Taping the Lord that bought them. And alſo 


um, 1 i thoſe Members that became not wholly cor- 

raiſelgzupt (for ſome were never again reſtored by Re- 
th tie entance:) there were that were weak, and ſickly, 
ef bid young; ſome were to be fed with Milk, and 
order Hot with ſtrong Meat; ſome were to be purged, 
s to eben the Old Leaven received any Place; and 

ſuffr.WWhme to be cut off for a Seaſon, to be ſhut out 
them it were) of the Camp for a Time, until their 


being 


N s 


Seproſy was healed, and then to be received in 


r0(Pi\WW1in, 

2 ſanc Moreover as to Outwards, there was the Care 
11t1tuc i the Poor, of the Widow, of the Fatherleſs, 
and di the Strangers, £c. Therefore 

evalleh e Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the The Order in 
on, lead of the Body, the Church, (for 2 of 
did noe Church is the Body of Chriſt, Go in che 
1 Fill Wd the Saints are the ſeveral Mem- ; 


aſt inte 
e the 
ny that 
* Choſel 
5 Uſe; 
at Sup. 
re well 
arment. 
erwards 
s there 
1d of ! 
ſuch a 
o draw 

others 


rs of that Body) knowing in his Infinite Wiſ- 
dm, what was needful for the good Ordering 
d Diſpoſing all things in their proper Place, 
d for preſerving and keeping all things in their 
ght Station, did in the Diſpenſation and Com- 
unication of his Holy Spirit, miniſter unto 
ery Member, a Meaſure of the ſame Spirit, yet 
rerſe according to Operation, for the Edi fication 
the Body; ſome Apoſtles, ſome Teachers, ſome 
altors, ſome Elders : There are Old Men, there 
e Young Men, there are Babes. For all are 
dt Apoſtles, neither are all Elders, neither are 


Babes; yet are all Members: And as ue, 
a 


\ 


Body, which from the Head, flows unto all th 
Body, as the Ointment of Aaron's Beard, unto th 
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all have a Senſe and Feeling of the Life of th 


Skirts of his Garment : And every Member hy) whi 
its Place and Station in the Body, ſo long as en a 
keeps in the Life of the Body; and all have neicarts 
one of another: yet is no Member to aſſum ee out 
another Place in the Body, than God has gite 
it; nor yet to grudge or repine its Fellow. 


Member's Place; but to be content with HM oſt 11 
own : For the uncomely Parts are no leſs net ſo 
ful than the comely ; and the leſs honoura{Wincer! 
than the more honourable : which the Apo are tt 
Paul holds forth in 1 Cor. 12. from Verſe anno 

us ane 


ro 30. 
eak 


* dec 
or a $ 


Now the Ground of all Schifr 

The Ground Diviſions or Rents in the Body i; 
of, Raves and when as any Member aſſumes ant 
5 oo ther Place than is allotted it; oi" ſn 
ne gone from the Life and Unity of the Bo e 
and loſing the Senſe of it, lets in the Murmur he 
er, the Eye that Watches for Evil, and not ice 


holy Care over its Fellow-Members: And the eſe 
inſtead of coming down to Judgment in it (eli ab, 
Dellle 


will ſtand up and judge its Fellow. Members, ye, 
the whole Body, or thoſe whom God has ſet ini 
a more Honourable and Eminent Place in the 
Body than it ſelf. Such ſuffer not the Word 
of Exhortation 3 and term the Reproofs of ln 
ſtruction (which is the Way of Life) Impoſitia 
and Oppreſſion, and are not aware how far the) 
are in the Things they condemn others for; 
while they ſpare not to reprove and revile al 
their Fellow-Members : Yer if they be 2 

12 moniſhed 


— . 
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noniſhed themſelves, they cry out, as if their 
teat Charter of Goſpel-Liberty were broken. 
Now, though ſuch, and the Spirit * 
which they are acted, be ſufficiently Thesubtil- 
ten and felt by Thouſands, whoſe ty of chat 


* carts God has ſo eſtabliſhed, as they Spirit. 
aſſum e out of Danger of being intangled 

s gha that Snare; and who have Power and Strength 
Felion Mo themſelves to judge that Spirit, even in its 

vith oſt ſubtil Appearances : Yet there are, who can- 


ot ſo well withſtand the Subtilty, and ſeeming 
dincerity ſome ſuch pretend to, though in Mea- 
ure they have a Sight of them; and others, that 
annot ſo rightly diſtinguiſh between the preci- 
us and the vile; and ſome there are that through 
eakneſs and want of true Diſcerning, may 
he deceived, and the Simplicity in them betrayed 
or a Seaſon ; as It is written, With fair Speeches 
nd ſmooth Words, they deceive the Hearts of the 


s need. 
10Urad!: 

Apoli| 
ſerſe 1; 


Schiſmn 
Body | 
nes ant 
| it ; on” 
he Bod imple. f 

Aurmur herefore having, according to my Meaſure, 
not ieceived an Opening in my Underſtanding as to 
nd then beſe things, from the Light of the Lord, and 
v it fing been for ſome Time under the weighty 
erg, Jen denſe of them, I find at this Inſtant a Freedom 
as ſet M commit them to Writing, for the more Uni- 
e in thPerſal Benefit and Editication of the Church of 
e Wo Chriſt. 

fs of u Now, for the more plain and clear 

mpoſitia Opening and Underſtanding of theſe The Heads 
far theilt things, it is fir to ſum up this Trea. Treated at, 
ers for Meiſe in theſe following general Heads, * 
revile a to be conſidered of: 

but ad Tirſt, 
mo:iſhe : 


E ö 8 = = 
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'L. Firſt, From whence the Ground ace as 
Cauſe of this Controverſy is, the Riſe ay ording 

Root of it ? ony [ 

II. Secondly, Whether there be nom MG 
Order and Government in the Chur|&'©0ce 

of Chriſt 2? d wa 


III. Thirdly, What is the Order and 0 | 
vernment which we plead for? In wi; 

Caſes, and how far it may extend? In whom th 
Power decifive is, and how it differeth > And i; 


wholly another, than the Oppreſſing and Perſecutinl of 1 
Principality of the Church of Rome, and wh. ſed, a 
Antichriſtian-Aſſenblies. Ind up 
Now 
TL — er Tc 
SEcT1oN II. pid rh 
each 
Concerning the Ground and Cauſe of this - Bow 
CONTROVERSY o4/ 4 
2 HEN as the Lord God hy eme 
9 „ his mighty Power began to « feld 
Lord deſcribed. viſit the Nations with the Dawn. . a 
ing of his Heavenly Day (for thu, * 
T write unto thoſe that have received and helie. 5 80 
ved the Truth) and that he ſent forth his Infiru. 95 
ments, whom he had fitted and prepared for his ways 4 
Work, having faſhioned them not according to 4 * 
the Wiſdom and Will of Man, but to his own; 
Heavenly Wiſdom and Counſel, they went fort! hp | 
85 and preached the Goſpel in the E Pg 
And break- vidence and Demonſtration of tue Ap 
ing torth, Spirit: Not in the enticing Words 1 


of Man's Wiſdom; but in Appear- 
| | ance 


The Controverſy Stated. ; 7 


nce as Fools and Mad, to thoſe that judged ac- 
ording to Man. But their Words and Teſti. 
ony pierced through into the inner Man in the 
Heart, and reached to that of God in the Con- 
jence; whereby as many as were ſimple-hearted, 
d waited for the Redemption of their Souls, 
xceived them as the Meſſengers of the Moſt High 
bod; and their Words were unto them, not as 
the Words of Men, but as the Words of God : 
r in the Receiving and Embracing the Teſtimo. 


My of Truth through them, they felt their Souls 
wh. ſed, and the acceptable Day began to dawn in 


Ind upon them. 
Now what Evidence brought theſe Men to make 
Heir Teſtimony to be received? Did they entice? 
did they flatter 2 Did they daub up? Did they 
reach Liberty to the Fleſh, or Will of Man2 
Lay verily, they uſed no ſuch Method: Their 
Vords were as Thunder-Bolts, knocking down all 
at ſtood in their way, and pouring down the 
* of God upon the Head of the Tranſ- 
rellor every where. Did they ſpare the zealous 
rofeflor more than the open Profane? Nay veri. 
„they condemned equally the Hypocriſy of the 
"ic, as well as the Profanity of the other; yet 
d belle · anted they not regard to the tender Seed and 
ant of God in either. Did they give way 2 Did 
for his hey yield to the Wiſdom of Man > To the De- 
eittulneſs of the Serpent, that would reaſon 
ruth for the ſelves, ſaving, I muſt ſtay, until I 
e convinced of this and that, and the other thing; 
jee not yet this to be wrong. or the other thing to 
my Duty ? How did they knock down this Man- 
er of Reaſoning by the Spirit of God, which 
wrought 


. 
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wrought mightily in them, ſhewing and holding 
forth, that this is the Day of the Lord that] 
dawned ; that all are invited to come; that not 
ought totarry behind; that that which ſo pleadeth 
is the ſame Spirit, which of Old Time ſaid i 
thoſe that were invited, I cannot come yet, I mu 
firſt marry a Wife ; I muſt go prove my Toke 
Oxen; I muſt go viſit my Poſſefhons ; let me fin 
bury my dead Father. Did not the Lord through 
them teſtify and declare againſt theſe things ? Ant 
is there not a Cloud of Witneffes, who felt th 
Enemy thus reaſoning to keep us in the Form 
Fellowſhips, falſe Worſhips, and fooliſh Faſhion 
of this World? But we felt, as we were ob. 
ent, all theſe things to be for Condemnation ; an 
that, as we obeyed the pure Manifeſtation of tix 
Light of Jeſus in our Hearts, there was n 
Heſitation, We might and ſhould have parte 
with all thoſe things at the Firſt ; and what occall 
oned ſuch Scruples, was but that which drew bac 
through being unwilling to give pure Obedienc 
to the Croſs of Chriſt : For as many as gave Obe 
dience and believed in the Light, found no Oc: 
cation of ſtumbling ; but ſuch as believed no! 
were condemned already, becauſe they believe! 

not in him that appeared. Now tit 
The Courage Boldneſs, and Courage, and Efhca. 
of the Mefſen- cy of theſe Meſſengers, Teſtimony 
gers. wrought ſuch Aſtoniſhment, Fe: 


and Amazement in the Hearts d 


ſuch as were ingenuous, that many began to be 
inwardly pricked, as in the Days of Old, and 
the Foundations of many began to be ſhaken ; aid 
fome that were aſleep were awakened, and mai) 
that were dead and buried in the Graves of v1 


aſl 
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ind Formality, and Superſtition, and Idolatry of 
ll Sorts, were alarmed ; and many were brought 
n from the Hedges, and the High-Ways, and 
he Truth was received by Thouſands with great 
heerfulneſs, and a Readineſs of Mind : And the 
ect of thoſe were beheld to be beautiful upon 
he Mountains, that brought the glad Tidings of 
heſe good Things. And great Lowlineſs and 
implicity of Heart was upon ſuch, that were 
ewly Convinced of the Truth, and deep Humi- 
ation of Spirit, and Subjection to the Power, 
othin themſelves,and in thoſe who were over them 
the Lord,and had gathered them into the Truth: 
But as it was in the Gatherings of Old, fo it 
Iſo fell out in this Day; all kept not their Firſt 
ve: As among thoſe Thouſands, which Aſſes 
d out of Egypt, and carried through the Red 
ea, who had Sung Praiſes to God upon the Banks 
f Salvation, many Carcaſes fell in the Wilder. 
eſs; ſome who Murmured and longed to return 
gain to the Fleſn-Pots of Egypt; and 
ome for Oppoſing and contradicting 
he Servant, and Servants of the Lord, 
hom the Lord had made Uſe of to 
ad them out. of Bondage, in ſaying ; Te take too 
ch upon you; Hath"the Lord indeed only ſpoken 

Moſes Hath be not ſpoken alſo by us? And as 
mong theſe Multitudes, which were gathered by 
he Apoſtles, there were many, who continued 
ot Faithful to the End ; ſome returned back a- 
ain with the Sow to the Puddle, after they were 
alhed ; ſome embraced the preſent 
orld ; ſome again ſeparated them. — Separation 


— 


lves, being ſenſual and without entripg. 
le Spirit, deſpiſing Dominion, and 
B 


ſpeak- 
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ſpeak. are, and Travel, and Watchings, and Whippines, 
1p, and Bonds, and Beatings i in daily Jeopardy,gathered 
y wen by the . of God into the moſt 
nentel, ectous: Truth. Let in all this there hath no- 


ing befallen us, but that which hath been the 
tent Las of the Church of Chriſt in the Pri- 
tive Times. 

Now He, that was careful för The good Shep- 


m the 
J up in 
nd Peg. 
nto h 


gather Church and People in old times, 2 . 
ht. han th not been wanting to us in our hurchandPeo- 


in in; bur as he has again Reſto- tle 


uſt au the Truth unto its primitive 

fied u egrity and Simplicity, and as he has delivered 
roach or Underſtandings from theſe falſe Doctrines 
ad and Principles, which prevailed in the Apoſtacy; 
the Ii he hath not gathered us to be 4s Sheep ſcar. 
ch cini ed without a Shepherd, that every one may run 
em wal own Way, and every one follow his own Will, 
J. AS fo to be as a confuſed Maſs or Chaos with. 


[ruth it any Order; but He, even the LO R D hath 


it Pla gathered, and is gathering us into the Good 
d placaMier, Diſcipline, and Government of his own Son 
in tn Lord Feſus Chriſt : Therefore he hath laid Care 
3s whichion ſome beyond others, who Watch for the Souls 


» Innoutheir Brethren, as t bey, that muſt give Account, 
*0ducinWLhere are then Father's,that have be- 
not on|tten us unto Chriſt Jeſus through The ſeveral 
hat wal Goſpel, of whom we ought to 2 * 
2 e Church. 
zinnine Followers, and to reme mber their 1.Cor;4.15 
ſions ant as, which be in Chriſé. There, 26,47, {4a 
ing, e then Fathers and Chil.Aren, In- 
eſlengMittors and Inſtructed, Elde vs and Young Men, 
8 love and Babes; there are that Cannot ea ſe, but 
zh mu 


; i BhortFnfirud) Reprove,Clondamf, udge; 
ark „ B 2 0 
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or elſe, for what End gave Chriſt the Gifts me 
tioned, Epheſ. 4. 11, 122? And how are the Sain 
per fected 2 And the Body of Chriſt Edified 
thoſe, wh;; came under the Cognizance, and 
it were, the Teſt of this Order and Government 
I may chiefly ſum them up in Three Sorts (thoug 
there be divers others little ſubdivided Spec 
of them.) 
2.-Prophane The Firſt is, Thoſe that turn opei 
Backſliding back to the World again, through fi 
Apoſtates ing the Way of Truth too Narro 
Theſe have not been capable to 
us any conſiderable Hurt ; for being as Salt, th 
has loſt its Savour, they moſtly prove a Stink 
mong thoſe, to whom they go: And I never kn 
any of them, that proved wy ways ſteadablet 
thoſe, to whom they go. I find other Profe 
make but ſmall Boaſt of any Proſelytes they; 
out from among us; I hear little of their p 
ving Champions for the Principles of others 
gainſt us. And indeed, for the moſt Part ti 
loſe all Religion with the Truth: For I h 
heard ſome of them ſay 3 That if ever they ti 
on then to be Religious, they would come back a; 
to the Quakers, tec. 
2. Unwary Secondly, Thoſe, who through 
Repenting watchfulneſs, the ſecret Corruption 
Sinners. their own Hearts, and the myſteric 
or hidden Temptations of the Ene 
have fallen into his Snares; and ſo have col 
under the Power of ſome Temptation or oth 
either of Fleſhly Luſts, or of Spiritual Wick 
neſs: Who being ſeaſonably warned by th 
that keep their Habitation, and faithful * 


ecution 
Vern! 
Mr Cor 
ff this 
Oontrc 


propoſ 
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* ers in the Church; have been again reſtored 
| — unfeigned Repentance : Not kicking againſt 


Tnmell* Pricks ; but have rejoyced, that others watch. 
(thous | oyer them for their Good: And are become 
Spee uments of God's Mercy unto this Day. 
PO Thirdly, Such, who being depar- 
from their Firſt Love and An. 3: Self. Separa- 
E ** ent Zeal for the Truth, become ting, trouble- 
18 d and Lukewarm ; and yet are ſom 53 
* amed to make open A poſtacy, and to turn back 
tn ſo as to deny all the Principles of Truth, 
8 1 ey having had already ſuch Evidence of Clear- 
= Wc upon their Underſtanding: Yet not Keepin 
4b bw in their own Habitations, but being puffel 
p ir 4 p, and giving Way to the reſtleſs Imaginations 
= em their Exalted and Wandering Minds, fall out 
Une) ich their Brethren ; cauſe Diviſions; begin to 


m_ d fault with every thing, and to look at others 
p en ere, than at themſelves; with ſwelling Words, 
oy oy” talk of and preach up a Higher Diſpenſation, 


** hile they are far from living up to the Life 
1 a perfection of this preſent; like unto ſuch, 
ack bo ſaid, We will not have this Man to Rule over 
ST 5: Cry out of Formality and Apoſtacy, becauſe 
ougn "Whey are not followed in all things; and if they 
2 e reproyed for their Unrulineſs, according to 
44 E he good Order of the Church of Chriſt, then 
e Elegdey cry out, Breach of Liberty, Oppreſſion, Per- 
dave 10 rut ion we will have none of your Order and 
Wi i overnment ;, we are taught to follow the Light in 
F, 9 ur Conſciences, and not the Orders of Men, Well, 
} q f this hereafter ; but this gave the Riſe of this 
fu 2 ontroverſy: which leads me to that, which E 
Propoſed in the Second Place. 
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Whether there be now to be any. Order or G0 
vernment in the Church of Chriſt. 


Ne Anſwer to this Propoſition, I meddle not: 
"his Time with thoſe, that deny any ſud 
ing, as“ Church of Chriſt 3 I have reſerve 
their ;Plea to another Place. Neither need I t 
W114 39 be at much Pains to prove th 
Churgb Order, Affirmative, to wit, That the 
ah&Govgrnment ought to be Government and Ori! 
granted. * in the Church of Chriſt, unto th 

* Generality of our Oppoſers, bot 
Papiſts and Proteſtants ; who readily confeſs an 
1 acknowledge it, and have heretofore blamed us fo 
want of it. Tho? now ſome of them, and tha 
of the higheſt Pretenders, are become ſo unreaſo 
nable, as to accuſe us for the Uſe of it; impri 
ving it ſo far as they can, to our Diſadvantag: 
For ſuch is. the Blindneſs of partial Enyy ; tha Procce 
whereas the ſuppoſed want of it, was once rech pocrif 
oned Heretical, now; the preſent - Perfarmanc hath | 
of it is counted Criminal. - + 2 &,: *- the 

Theſe then, to whom 1 come to prove thigh Truth 
Thing, are ſuch, who having caſt off the. Yoke d tendec 
the Croſs of Chriſt in themſelyes, refuſe all Sul which 
jection or Government ; Denying, that any ſuck muſt | 
thing ought to be, as diſagreeing with the Teſti corrU 
mony of Truth : Or thoſe, who not being ſo wil I kno! 
ful and obſtinate in their Minds, yet are fearfulfſ} 9 a! 
Fernen in the Matter, in reſpect of ti: Name 

angerous Conſequences, they may apprehendſ that 

fuch aithing may draw after it Wh 
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For the clearing then as well the Miſtakes of 

he one, as anſwering the Cavils of the other, I 

judge, the Truth of theſe following Aſſertions 
vill ſufficiently prove the Matter; which I ſhall 

make no great Difficulty to Evidence. 

Firſt, That Feſus Chriſt, the King and Reaſon I. 

ead of the Church, did appoint and or- 

ain, that there ſhould be Order and Government in it. 
Secondly, That the Apoſtles and primitive ” 


3 
| or: Gt 
bt 


e not x 
ny ſuc 
reſeryel 


eed I riſt ian, when they were filled with the 

ove M Ghoſt, and immediately led by the Spirit of 
at then bd, did Pratt iſe and Commend it. 

4 or Thirdly, That the ſame Occaſion and Ne. III. 
nto M now occurring, which gave them Op- 

rs, bot Nert unity to exerciſe that Authority; the Church 
feſs aF Chriſt bath the ſame Power now as ever, and are 
ed us ed by the ſame Spirit into the ſame Pratt ices. 
nd th! As to the Firſt, I know, there are ſome, that 


unregſh the very Name of a Church, and the very Words / 
/ 


Order and Government, they are 


imp ] ; 
— afraid of. Now this I ſuppoſe hath The Abiiſe 
y; tha proceeded, becauſe of the great Hy- makes not 
Le reckMpocriſy, Deceit and Oppreſſion, that void the 


hath been cloaked with the Pretence true We. 
| of theſe things 3 But why ſhould the 
ye thi Truth be neglected, becauſe Hypocrites have pre- 
Yoke of tended to it? The right Inſtitution of theſe things, 
all $4} which have been appointed and ordained of God, 
ny ſuclſ mult not, nor ought not to be deſpiſed, becauſe 
je TetiY corrupt Men have abuſed and perverted them. 
ſo wil 1 know not any thing, that hath been more abu- 
fearful] fed and perverted in the whole World, than the 
of th Name of a Chriſtian 3 Shall we then renounce 
rehendſ that Honourable Title, becauſe ſo many Thou. 
Fo B 4 ſands 


rmane 


Churc 


ſands of wicked Men, yea, Antichriſts have falſy Would be: 
aſſumed it to themſelves? The Man of Sin hath Wh the P. 
taken upon him to fit in the Temple of God, az Wreſs. 5 
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God; yet we muſt not therefore deny, that God Wear two. 
is in this Temple. If the Synagogue of Satan Wd) than 
aſſumed the Name of the Church of Chriſt, and {yoroved 
hath termed her Oppreſſion and Violence, the Wer the 


Power and Authority thereof; Therefore mul 


bly, | 
not the Church of Chriſt, and its Authority be 6 


t him! 


exerciſed, where it truly is according to his Mind: aged 
This prefix to warn all to beware of ſtumbling Mhablicar 
at things, which are Innocent in themſelves ; and And / 


that we may labour to hold the ſteady even Path 
of Truth, without ruaning into either of the Ex- 
treams. For that Jeſus Chriſt did appoint Or. 
der and Government to be in the Church, is very 
clear from his plain Words, Matt. 
98 18. 17 6, 17, 18. Ver. 15. More. 
over, if thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs 4. 
Chriſtandthe gainſt thee, go tell Tom br 11 
between thee and him alone; if be 
ſhall hear thee, thou haſt gained thy Brother. Ver. 
16. But if he will not hear thee, then tale with 
thee one or two more, that in the Mouth of two or 
three Witneſſes, every Word may be eſtabliſhed. 
Ver. 17. And if be ſhall negle& to hear them, Ie any 
tell it unto the Church: But if he neglect to hear Would | 
the Church, let him be unto thee as an Heathen-Man, W:quen' 
and a Publican. Ver. 18. Verily, I ſay unto you, Wrante: 
whatſoever ye ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Nreat a 
Heaven; and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on Earth, It were 
ſhall be Iooſed in Heaven. From which Scrip- Were h 
I. ture it doth manifeſtly and evidently fol- Wn the 
low, Firſt, That Jeſus Chriſt Intended, ere itend 

| ou 
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fall} {Would bea certain Order and Method in his Chur 
hath W the Procedure towards ſuch as Tranſ. 


2d, as Neeſs. Secondly, That he that refuſeth to + 

t God Wear two, is become more guilty, (as hard. 

Satan Wd) than in refuſing to hear him, that firſt II. 

t, and proved alone. Thirdly, That refuſing to N 

e, the Wear the Judgment of the Church, or whole Af: 
mult Wrnbly, he doth thereby exclude himſelf, and ſhat \ 

ity be Wit himſelf from being a Member; and is juſtly _. 

Mind: aged by his Brethren, - as an Heathen and a 

1bling Mublican. 

; and WF And laſt iy, that the Church, Gathering IV. 

Path Aſſembly of God's People, has Power to 

1e Ex- amine and call to Account ſuch, as appearing 


t Or. 
is very 
Matt, 


be among them, or owning the ſame Faith with 
em, do Tranſgreſs; and in Caſe of their refu- 
ng to Hear, or Repent, to Exclude them from 


More. Wicir Fellowſhip: And that God hath a ſpecial 
paſs a- Negard to the Judgment and Senſe of his People 
Fault Ws orderly proceeding, ſo as to hold ſuch bound 
if he Heaven, whom they bind on Earth, and ſuch 


Ver. Woſed in Heaven, whom they looſe on Earth. I 
e with In partly confident, that no rational Man will 
two or eny, but that theſe naturally follow from the a- 
liſhed. Wore-mentioned Scripture; and if there ſhould 
them, Ie any found ſo unreaſonable, as to deny it, 1 
o hear Would prove it by neceſſary and unevitable Con- 
a- Man, Wquences: Which at preſent, as taking it for 
0 you, Wranted, I forbear to do. If it be reckoned ſo 
und in Wreat a Crime to offend one of the little Ones, that 
Earth, W were better for him, that ſo do, that a Milſtone 
Scrip- Were banged about his Neck, and he were drowned 
y fol- Wn the Depth of the Sea; without Queſtion, to 
„there Pffend and Gainſay the whole Flock, muſt be 
ſhould | "4. + »%.- oo 
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criminal, and muſt draw after it a f. 
r Fudgment. 
2W if there were no Order nor Governmey 
in the Church, what ſhould becom 
2End of thoſe that Tranſgreſs 2 Hoy 
Aurci- ſhould they be again Reſtored 
4d Would not this make all ReprovinW:gimc 
1 Inſtructing, all Caring for, and WatchiWruth, 
ver one another, void and null 2 Why ſhoulWhygcr 
Ihriſt have defired them to proceed after the Th 
Method 2 Why doth he place ſo much Weiz nich 
upon the Judgment of the Church, as to magic) tl 
the refuſing of Hearing it, to draw ſo deep Nat C 
Cenſure after it; which he will not have to fur Chi 
low the refuſing to hear one or two a-pan d Ge 
though the Matter be one and the ſame ? A Seco; 
ſo as to the Subſtantial and Intrinſick Truth ofitive- 
the Thing, there lies the ſame Obligation upoW:r an- 
the Tranſgreflor to hear that one, as well as all Mead t. 
for that one adviſeth him to that which is Rig nich 
and Good, as well as the whole: and they do bunt -; 
Homologate or Confirm that, which that on; we 
hath already Aﬀerted : Yet Jeſus Chriſt, who MChspte 
the Author of Order, and not of Confuſion, with the 
not have a Brother cut off, or reputed a Publ:caWroſtls 
for refuſing to hear one or two, but for refulingWMſrend 
to hear the Church. And if it Meint o. 
Objection. Objected, That the Church of Ronhough 
and all other falſe Churches, make She ſee, 
. of this Scripture, and cover their Perſecution, aWMhone v 
Cruelty, and Oppreſſion by it; and thou ſay ſt Mheſe t 
more than they ſay. I Anſwer ; 1 ſuppoſe id no 
Man will be ſo Unreaſonable, as to Affirm, ther Im 
the Church of Rome abuſing this Scripture, WWoperh: 
mak 
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ta fake it falſe in it ſelf; but how wesdiffer in 
ur Application of this Scripture, ſhall be ſpo- 
n Uf hereafter. 1 am not now claiming Right 


> this -Power, as due to us (that is reſerved. for 


? HooWhother Place ;) but this, I ſay, is that, which T 
ſtored Wow: ayer to be Manifeſt from the Scripture- 
provingWMWeſtimony; and to be in it ſelf an Unqueſtionable 
atchingWMruth, That Jeſus Chriſt intended, there ſhould be 
__ brder and Government in his Church; which is 
ter thi 


he Thing at preſent in Hand to be proved : 
rhich if it be ſo really true (as it cannot be de- 
ed) then I hope, it will alſo neceſſarily follow, 
hat ſuch, who really and truly are the Church 
f Chriſt, haye Right to exerciſe this Order 


Weight 
to mak 
deep: 
e to fol 


| a-parnd Government. 
e ? AV Secondly, That the Apoſtles and Pri- Reaſon II. 
[ruth offhitive-Chriſtians, did practiſe Or. 8 
on upaer and Government, we need but Kiſed by the 
l as al Mead the Hiſtory of the A#s, of Apoſtles and 
is Rignich 1 ſhall mention a few Preg- Primitive 
y do bunt and Undeniable Teſtimonies, 8 
hat ou we may obſerve. in the very firſt ns Zee 
t, who! hapter of the A#s, from Yerſe 13. 
ion, nig the Egd, where at the very Firſt Meeting, the 
Publica Ipoſtles and Brethren; held together after the 
refullWſcenſian of Chriſt, they began orderly to Ap. 
Be eint one to ſupply the Place of Judas; it may be 
or: 


bought, this was a Needleſs Ceremony; yet 


make Ie ſee, how. the Lord countenanced it: I hope, 
tion, agone will ſay, that the Apoſtles appointing of 
ſay ſt Mieſe two Men, or of him, upon whom the Lot 


»poſe nid not fall, Contradicted their Inward- Freedom, 

rm, tha Impoſed upon it; but both agreed very well 

ure, Viozether ; the one in the Will and wor 1 
mak | 30 


* 
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God in Appointing, and the other in the ſame, 
in ſubmitting to their Appointment. 

Moreover, after they had received the Holy 
Ghoſt, you may Read, A, 6. ſo ſoon as there 
was an Opportunity, how they wiſely 
gave Order, concerning the Diſtr. 
bution for the Poor, and Appointed 
ſome Men for that Purpoſe. $ 
here was Order and Government, according to 
the preſent Neceſſity of the Caſe : And the Lord 
God was well pleaſed with it, and the Word of 
God encreaſed, and the Number of the Diſciples 
multiplied in Feruſalem greatly. Might the 
not have ſaid then, as ſome ſay now ; We wil 
give our Charity to whom we ſee Cauſe ; and w 
will take no Notice of your Appointments and Or. 
ders > Whether would God have approved of 
ſuch, yea, or nay ? 

Thirdly, When that the Buſineſs of Circum. 
ciſion fell in, whether it was fit or not, toCir. 
cumciſe the Gentzles > We ſee, the Apoſtles ſaw 

not meet, To ſuffer every one to follow 

N. M in their own Minds and Wills: They did 
his Queries. not judge, as one confuſedly ſuppo- 

ſeth, That this Difference in an out- 

ward Exerciſe, would commend the Unity of the 
True Faith : Nay, they took another Method. 
It is ſaid expreſly, As 15.16. And the Apoſtles 
and Elders came together, to conſider 

-in Differ- of this Matter; and after there had 
ences Qccur- been much diſputing about it (no doubt 
* then, there were here Diverſities of 
Opinions and Judgments) the Apoſtles and El- 
ders told their Judgments, and came us 8 a 
olitive 


—in Diſtri- 
butions for 
the Poor. 


” 
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ect. 11] 


— — 


Poſitive-Concluſion. Sure, ſome behoved to ſub. 
C mit, elſe they ſhould never have agreed. So thoſe 
e lame, that were the Elders, gave a Poſitive. Judgment; | 

and they were bold to ſay ; That it pleaſed not 
: 24 ly them, but the Holy Ghoſt. By all which ir” MM 
- there E goth undeniably appear, that the Apoſtles, and 
wiſely I primitive-Saints, practiſed a Holy Order and 


— — 4 


Diſtr. W Government among themſelves : And I hope, 1 
pointed BY none will be ſo bold as to ſay, they did theſe | 
1. 80 Things without the Leadings of the Spirit of | 
4 Cod, and his Power and Authority concurring, i 
erde nd going along with them. 3 | 
. . , | 
iſciple And that theſe Things were not ales 3 


only Singular Practices; but that 


© they WW they held it Doctrinally, that is to order in dhe 
mY ſay, it was Doctrine, which they Church. 
= 4 Preached, that there ought to be 


Red 2 Order and Government in the Church, is mani- 
feſt from theſe following Teſtimonies, 

; 1 Cor, 4. 15, 16, 17. (15.) For though PLP 

158 you have Ten Thouſand Inſtructors in =", . 
"8 Chriſt ; yet have ye not many Fathers : 


7 for in Chriſt Teſus, I have begotten you through t he 
Cagyty Goſpel. (16.) Wherefore I beſeech you, be ye Follow- 
veg ers of me. (17.) For this Cauſe have I ſent unto 


an cr. n Timotheus, who ig my beloved Son, and faith. 
of the ful in the Lord ; who ſhall bring you into Remem- 
lethod brance of my Ways, which be in Chriſt, as I teach 
750 „aer where in every Church. Here the Apoſtle 
4 Paul is very Abſolute : Firſt, In that he deſires 


ww them to be Followers of him. Secondly, In that 
doubt he ſends a Teacher, yea, a Miniſter, and Eminent 
ties ot Biſhop, or Overſeer of the Church, for to put 


1d El. them in Mind of his Ways, which be in Chrift, 
| | 105 


2 to a 
olitive 


” 
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as he taught in every Church. No doubt, ther 
were. Apoſtates, and Diſſenting-Spirits in the 
Church of Corinth, that gave Paul occaſion thy; 
to write, as he teſtifies in the beginning of the 
"Chapter, bow be was Judged Þy ſome of t hen; 


1 fe 4 al * 
t, CONCE! 
Deed 


he ſhews, how they were grown High, verſ. Lord 
Nom ye are full, now ye are #oh, pe have reigui bered 
as Kings without js, &c. Might not the 

: Diſſenting theſe Diſſenters of the Church oMWQould r 
'Realonings | ' Corzhth, have Fedſoned thus againiMſnprs 
Go. Tau? Did not this Paul teach dem 
vernment. at firſt, to mind the Meaſure of Gra, th: 
R en ſelves, and follow that : (for nor 
no doubt,,that' Nas Pauf z Doctrine) but now he? in 

*begins ooh itöver - us; and tells us, we mul ts, 4 
be Followers nt“ Might" not they Have jadg of bi 

ed the Beloved 7 hf to be far ouk' of hee was 

Place? Might they bot have fad; It Teems iremſcly 
is not God that moved-thee, and ſent thee heren Ob 

by his Spirit; but Lordly Paul, that ſeeks Do- charg 
minion over our Faith : It ſeems, thou comeſt ing t 

not here to preach Chriſt, and wiſſi us to be Next, 

Followers of him, and of his Grace in our perſ 
Hearts; but to mind us to follow Paul's Ways ini it 

and take notice, how he Teaches in every Church: I then 
We are not concerned with him, nor with his any 
Meſſenger, nor with any of your Orders; and Ws 7 ba 
ſo forth. Doth not this run very Plauſible? e: 


// 
e ſam 
e Gal, 
reachec 
Ver, 
For 


I queſtion not, but there was ſuch a Reaſoning 
among the Apoſtate Corinthians; let ſuch as 
are of the ſame kind among us, examine ſeri. 
ouſly, and Meaſure their Spirits truly hereby. 
Yea, he goes yet further in the following Chap- 
. ; 8 hk E 422 ter, 
5 N 


>= 


- AY 


— 
ect. II 
t, ther 
in the 
In thus 
of the 
then; 
Verſ. þ, 
rein] 
s hit not 
Irch of 
againſ 
ach vs 
f Grat 
© 2 (for 
10W hs 
e mult 
> jadg. 
of his 


; and 
1fible ? 
ſoning 
ich as 
e ſerl- 
jereby. 


Chap. 
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verſe 3, 4. Verf. 3. 4s al: 
Body, but preſent in Spirit, have as 


ged already, as though I were pre- . 


f concerning him that hath ſo done of a ores 


5 Deed, Verſ. 4. In the Name of Judgment in 


Lord Feſus Chriſt, when ye are the Church. 


hered together, and my Spirit 
th the Power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 
ould not one think this to have been a very 
ſumptuous Word > And yet who dare offer to 
ndemn it 2 From all which, I ſhall ſhortly ob. 
ve, that it ſeems, it was judged no Iuconſiſt- 
nor ContradiCtion, to be Followers of the 
we in themſelves, to be perſwaded in their own 
tarts, and alſo to be Followers of the Apoſtle Paul, 
of bis Ways ; becauſe his Ways and Exam- 
e was no other, than the Spirit of God in 
emſelves would have led them to, if they had 
n Obedient. Therefore he found it needful 
charge them poſitively to follom him, without 
ding this Reaſon. 
Next, the great Argument the Apoſtle uſes 
perſwade them hereunto, upon which he 
inly inſiſts, becauſe he had begot- 
0 them into the Truth; Te have __ , of Fa- 
t many Fathers; for in Chriſt Je- thers. 
i, I have begotten you through the 
bel: Wherefore I beſeech you, be ye Followers 
me. So he makes that as the Cauſe ; which 
e ſame Apoſtle alſo in his Expoſtulation with 
e Galatians, putting them in mind, how he 
eiched the Goſpel to them at Firſt, and Chap. 
Ver. 15. Where is then the Bleſſedneſs ye ſpake 
For I bear you Record, if poſſible, ye would 
| have 


* 
= 
8 — 
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in Lowlineſs of Mind, let each eſteem other betty ure, 
themſelves. f on u 
er — Receive him therefore in the Lui wa } 
with all Gladneſs, and hold ſuch in Reputation. ¶itutio 
And 3. 17. Brethren, be Followers together M ended 
me; and 1 which walk ſo, as ye have 1 hey ol 
r an Enſample. ny thi 
8 And 12 Thoſe things, which ye have both lean 4 in 
ed, and received, and heard, and ſeen in me, Do , Tt 
and the God of Peace ſhall be with you. id to 
Col. 2. 5. For though I be abſent in the FHH. thin 
yet am I with you in the Spirit, joying and iff yer 
holding your Order, and the Stedfaſtneſs of ju m oj 
Faith in Chriſt. ur ſel: 
1 Thefl. 5. 12. And we beſeech you Bret hren: erh, 
know them, which Labour among you, and are of ved 0 
you in the Lord, and admoniſh you. „What 
Verſe 13. Aud to Eſteem them very highly iH d yet 
Love, for their Work's Sale; and be at Peace yy Imp 
mong your ſelves. erſe 1 
Verſe 14. Now we ex hort you, Brethren, wah ,,, | 
them that are unruly, comfort the feeble-minielM,, ,, 
ſupport the Weak, be patient toward all Men. ¶ Thus 
2 Thefl. 2. 15. Therefore Brethren, ſt and fl, Rule 
and hold the Traditions, which ye have been tau, ; of 
whether by Word, or our Epiſtle, ad of ti 
2 Cor. 10. 8. For though I ſhould boaſt ſon'if ver ſe 
what more of our Authority (which the Lord hat 1, and | 
given us for Edification, and not for your Deſtrififhyi, 47 
Fon) I ſhould not be aſhamed. WW) do i; 
Now though the Papiſts greatly abuſe th uprof 
Place, as if hereby they could juſtify that Mal Tude 
of Superſtition, which they have heaped tog the; 
ther; yet except we will deny the plain wy iguitie 


— 


t. III. 
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betterhure, we muſt needs believe, there lay an Obliga- 
on upon the Theſſalonians to obſerve and hold 

2 Loriheſe Appointments, and no Doubt, needful In- 

tion. itutions, which by the Apoſtles were recom- 

ther ended unto them: And yet who will ſay, that 

have vhey ought, or were thereby commanded to do 
ny thing contrary to that, which the Grace of 

b lean Wood in their Hearts moved them to? 

e, Dol 2 Theff. 3: 4. And we have Confidence in the 

ord touching you, that ye both do, and will do 

1 1 e things, which we command you. 

and be 

of you 


Verſe 6. Now we command you, Brethren, in the 
lame of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye withdraw 
ur ſelves from every Brother, that walketh diſ- 
derly, and not after the Tradition, which he re- 
ived of us, 
What more poſitive than this; The Authority 
nd yet the Apoſtle was not here of the Church, 
y Impoſer. And yet further, 29 Impoſition. 
erſe 14. Aud if any Man Obey 
en, wußß ow Word by this Epiſtle, note that Man, and 
e- mindeſſie no Company with him, that he may be aſhamed. 
Men. WW Thus Heb. 13. 7. Remember them, which have 
and fag: Rule over you, who have ſpoken unto you the 
en tauglierd of God, whoſe Faith follow; conſidering the 
u of their Converſation. 
paſt on Verſe 17. Obey them, that have the Rule over 
Lord ha, and ſubmit your ſelves ; for they watch for your 
r Deſiruls, as they that muſt give Account: That they 
o it with Joy, and not with Grief ; for that 
buſe thi unprofitable for you. | 
hat Mal jude 8. Likewiſe alſo theſe filthy Dreamers de- 


ped t08'We the Fleſh, deſpiſe Dominion, aud ſpeak Evil of 
un * Menities, | 
url © 


thren, t 
are ov 


highly 1 
Peace a 


(3 1 
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I might at length enlarge, if needful, upon MW and p 
theſe Paſſages ; any of which is ſufficient to prove N 
the Matter in Hand: But that what is faid, m abi 
ſatisfy ſuch, as are not wilfully Blind and Obſt. WW manit 
nate. For there can be nothing more plain fron me 

theſe Teftimonies, than that the find, 
The Primitive Antient Apoſtles and primitive Chri-Meaiten 
Chriſtians * ſtians prattiſed Order and Govern. lHable 
3 ment in the Church ; That ſome share. 
did Appoint, and Ordain certainfMand C. 
Things ; Condemn and Approve certain Prattics nd ( 
as well as Doctrines by the Spirit of God: ThatMderly ; 
there lay an Obligation in Point of Duty upon{MDiviſi 
others to Obey and Submit: That this was io cau 
Encroachment, nor Impoſition upon their Chr 
ſtian Liberty; nor any ways contradictory to thei 
being inwardly and immediately led by the Spiri 
of God in their Hearts: And laſtly, That uct 
as are in the true Feeling and Senſe, will find | 
their Places to Obey, and be one with the Churci 
of Chriſt in ſuch like Caſes : And that it's ſuch 
as have loſt their Senſe and Feeling of-the Lit 
of the Body, that Diflent and are Diſobedic 
under the falſe Pretence of Liberty. So that thu 
it is ſufficiently proved, what I undertook | 
this Place. 
Reaſon Thirdly, J judge there will need 
great Arguments to prove, the Peop 
of God may, and do well to Exerciſe t! 
like Government upon the very like Occaſio 
For even Reaſon may teach us, that what pr! 
ved good and wholſom Cures to the Diſten 
per of the Church in former Ages, will not noWnd hi: 
(the very like Diſtempers falling in) prove hurtihe pr 
a 


—— 
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Precedent to authorize a Practice now, that vil a Te! 
deny the Lawfulneſs or Uſefulneſs hereof; bu:Whndeed, 
muſt needs acknowledge the Neceſſity of it. But Her of t 
if it be Objected (as ſome have done)Mkble no 

Objection. Do not you deny, that the Scriptur:WMyith, w 
is the adequate Rule of Faith ad uphc 
Manners ; And that the Commands or Practice se, for 
of the Scripture are not a ſufficient Warrant fr the! 
you now to do any thing, without you be again have 
Authorized, and led unto it by the ſame Spirit Hoſers 
And upon that Score, do you not forbear ſom d Vi 
things both Pratt iſed and Commanded by the pri. Noth no 
mitive Church and Saints? n Reſp! 
Well, 1 hope, I have not any thing weakned{Wubſtan: 
this Objett ion, but preſented it in its full Vigour Wy the! 
and Strength: To which I ſhall clearly and di. World 
ſtinctly anſwer thus. | 's Peof 

Times alter Firſt, Seaſons and Times do not al-WWrincip 
the Uleful- ter the Nature and Subſtance of Where © 
8 * Things in themſelves ; though it Nie the 
may cauſe Things to alter, as to the God 
Uſefulneſs, or not Uſefulneſs of them. erſtanc 
Secondly, Things commanded and practi ſed at Nlace, 
certain Times and Seaſons fall of themſelve, Wnd Co! 
when as the Cauſe and Ground, for which they f our 1 
were commanded, is removed: As there is no need iples « 
now for the Deciſion about Circumciſion, ſeeing Mion of 
there are none contend for it: Neither as to the We Old 
Orders concerning things Offered to Idols; ſee- Mecord 
ing there is now no ſuch Occaſion : Yet who will Wing th 
ſay, that the Command enjoyn'd in the ſame Ns as 
Place, Act, 15. 20. To abſtain from Fornication, therefor 
is now made void ; ens there is daily need More w. 
for its ſtanding in Force, becauſe it yet remains rom t 
as 
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at wills Temptation Man is incident to? We confeſs 
f; butWndeed, we are againſt ſuch, as from the bare Let- 
. Burr of the Scripture, (though if it were ſeaſon- 
e done) ble now to debate it, we find but few to deal 
ripture th, whoſe ! ractices are ſo exactly ſquared) ſeek 
h and uphold Cuſtoms, Forms or Shadows, when the 
rattice Miſc, for which they were appointed, is removed, 
rant for r the Subſtance it ſelf known and witneſſed: As 


xe have ſufficiently elſewhere anſwered our Op- 
oſers in the Caſe of Water-Baptiſm, and Bread 
d Wine, &c. So that the Obje#70n, as to that, 
Lth not hold; and the Difference is very wide, 
1 Reſpect of ſuch Things: The very Nature and 


e again 
Spirit: 
r ſome 
che pri 


reaknedMWubſtance of which can never be diſpenſed with 
Vigour y the People of God, ſo long as they are in this 
nd di. World ; yea, without which they could not be 


's People, For the Doctrines, and Fundamental 


not al- Mrinciples of the Chriſtian Faith we own and be. 
nce of Mheve originally and principally, becauſe they 
agh it Wire the Truths of God; whereunto the Spirit 
to the t God in our Hearts hath conſtrained our Un- 


erſtandings to obey and ſubmit. In the Second 


ſed at Mace, we are greatly Confirmed, Strengthned 


ſelves Wand Comforted in the Joint-Teſtimony a 

h they Mt our Brethren, the Apoſtles and Diſ. The Joint- 
zo need Mivles of Chriſt, who by the Revela- Tefimony 
ſeeing Mion of the ſame Spirit in the Days jewelry 
to the Mr Old believed, and have left upon the Truths 
; ſee- Wecord the fame Truths; ſo we ha- of God in 
o will Nin the ſame Spirit of Faith, accord. our Hearts. 
ſame Ing as it is written, 1 believed, and 

ation, Wherefore have I ſpoken ; we alſo believe, and there- 
need Wore we ſpeak. And we deny not, but ſome, that. 


mains 


ö tom the Letter have had the Notion of theſe 
4 | 


C4 Things, 
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Things, have thereby in the Mercy of God 
ceived Occaſion to have them Revealed in th 
Life: For we freely acknowledge, (though ofte 
Calumniated to the contrary) that Whatſoer: 
Things were written aforetime, were written 
our Learning ; that we through Patience and Ci 
fort of the Scriptures may have Hope. So then 
hope, if the Spirit of God lead me now unto th: 
which is Good, Profitable, yea, and abſolutely ne 
ful, in Order to the keeping my Conſcience cle 
and void of Offence towards God and Man ; non 
will be ſo unreaſonable as to ſay, I ought not t 
do it, becauſe it is according to the Scriptury 


Real C 
r the | 
der. 


)ppoſe! 


Jo not v 
hat thi 
ore tt 
jples ? + 
) conv 
and bri 
annot 

Hcarts, 


Nor do I think, it will ſavor i among any (ih: gath: 
ous, ſolid Chriſtians, for me to be the more Hd Lo 
firmed and perſwaded, that I am led to this Thi to be c. 
by the Spirit, that I find it in my ſelf good e done 
aſeful ; and that upon the like Occaſions, Chi wror 
commanded it, and the Apoſtles and primitive C ef the 
ſtians Practiſed and Recommended it. courag 
Now ſeeing it is ſo, that we can boldly . ery gc 
with a good Conſcience in the Sight of 6 here 
That the ſame Spirit, which leads us to belic 
the Doctrines and Principles of the Truth, Head II 
to hold and maintain them again, after the Ape 
ſtacy, in their primitive and antient Purity, 


they were delivered by the Apoſtles of Chriſt ii 
the Holy Scriptures; I ſay, that the ſame Sp 2. 
rit doth now lead us into the like Holy Ord: 
and Government to be exerciſed among us, as Deciſ/i 
was among them, being now the like Occaſo Thi 
and Opportunity miniſtred to us therefore; uv than : 
can any Chriſtianly or Rationally. object again 
it> For that there is a real Cauſe for yg 
*. 1 ing 


ect. III 
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atſoen 
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then 
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Thing it ſelf ſpeaketh; and that it 
Real Cauſe was the Practice of the Saints and 
Ay ſame Church of Old, is undeniable: What 
225 kind of Ground then can any ſuch 
)ppoſers have (being ſuch, as ſcrupling at this, 
o notwithſtanding acknowledge our Principle) 
hat this were done by Impoſition or Imitation, 
ore than the Belief of the Doctrines and Prin- 
ples? Seeing as It is needful to uſe all Diligence 
b convince and perſwade People of the Truth, 


and bring them to the Belief of it (which yet we 


annot do, but as Truth moves and draws in their 
Hearts) it is alſo no leſs needful, when a People 
b gathered, to keep and preſerve them in Unity 


and Love, as becomes the Church of Chriſt ; and 


to be careful, as ſaith the Apoſtle, That al Things 
be done decently, and in Order; and that all that 
b wrong, be removed, according to the Method 
of the Goſpel 3 and the Good cheriſhed and en- 
couraged. So that we conclude, and that upon 
rery good Grounds, That there ouzht now, as well 
us heretofore, to be Order and Government in the 
Church of Chriſt. 
Head III. That which now cometh to be ex. 
amined in the Third Place is, 


1 Firſt, What is the Order and Govern- 
| ment we plead for ? 
2, Secondly, Iz what Caſes, and how far 


it may extend? And in whom the Power 
Deciſive is? 

Thirdly, How it differeth, and is wholly another 
than the Oppreſſi ve and Perſecuting Principality of 
the Church of Rome, and other Anti-chriſtian Aj- 
ſemblies? 


SECTION 
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SECTION IV. 


Of the Order and W weak which we Pl: 
or. 


i T will be needful then, before I proceed tod 
ſcribe the Order and Government of the Churi 
to conſider, what is, or may be properly unde 
ſtood by the Church: For ſome (as I touched b 
fore) ſeem to be offended, or at leaſt afraid 0 


the very Word, becauſe, The Power of the Chur 
The Order of the Church, The I of t it be 
Church, and ſuch like Pretences, have been th moſt 
great Weapons, wherewith Antichriſt and the the B 
poſtate Chriſtians have been theſe many Genera . 
tions perſecuting the Woman, and warring a * 
gainſt the Man-Child. And indeed, great Dil min! 
putes have been among the Learned Rabbies \t lar 
the A poſtacy concerning this Church, what it i ke Fr 
or what may be ſo accounted 2 Which I find no ork 
my Place at preſent to dive much in; but ſha e anot! 
only give the on _ of it, according to Truth N 
and the Scriptures plain Teſtimony. 
—— the The Word CHURCH in it Fel. an wo Joo 
cuUrRcu B uſed in the Scriptures, is no othei . 
bgnifies but a Gathering, Company or Aſſem'/ be er 
properly? of certain People called, or gathered ti Now? 
gether : For ſo the Greek Word 'Ew! mY 
fignifies (which is, that the Tranſlators rende 5 
Church) which Word is derived from the Vet Wh 
Elna be i. e. Evoco, I call out of, from the Roo C f 
Kant Vocb, Icall. Now though the Engliſh Word hr] 


Church be only taken in ſuch a Senſe, as Peol)Me Nat 
are gathered together upon a Religious Accoum Bye am 
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t the Greek Word, that is ſo rendred, is taken 
general for every Gathering, or Meeting together 
People : And therefore where it is ſaid, The 
n. Clerk of the Epheſians diſmiſſed | 
Tumult, that was gathered there (dimiſit con- 
ether, the ſame Greek Word 'Euarnciz Cionem.) 


pe Pley 


ee As 19. 41. orien 79) mae, 

| _ diſmiſſedthe Aſſembly (or the Church.) 

or "4 Church then in the Scripture. What a Re- 
ec dase is no other, than a Meeting ligious 


fraid 0 Church is > 


\ Churd Gathering of certain People, which 


Fit be taken in a Religious Senſe, 


Al i moſt commonly it is) are gathered together 
pk the Belief of the ſame Principles, Doctrines 
8 e foints of Faith, whereby as a Body they 
come diſtinguiſhed from others, and have a 
t 51 tain Relation among themſelves; and a Con- 


ict Intereſt to the Maintaining and Propagating 
eſe Principles they judge to be right: And 
erefore have a certain Care and Overſight over 
eanother, to prevent and remove all Occaſions, 


abhies it 
lat it 15 


find no 


4” w it may tend to break this their ConjunQ-In. 
o 17020, hinder the Propagation of it, or bring In- 
e ny, Contempt, or Contumely upon it; or give 
ſel * ch, as on the other hand are, or may be banded 
no o*"" ercher to undo them, juſt Occaſion againſt them, 
Ae decry and defame them. | 


bered to 


heres {Now the Way to diſtinguiſh that How to . 


urch, Gathering, or Aſſembly of {tinguiſh the 


s rendeſople, whereof Chriſt truly is the fra N 
he Ver, from ſuch as iſle” pretend OS 
ne 2 ereto, is by conſidering the Principles and 
Il tounds upon which they are gathered together, 
People Nature of that Hierarchy and Order they 
Accoum Wie among themſelves, the Way and Method 


Chur 
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they, take to uphold. it, and the Bottom up Liv 
which it ſtandeth; which will greatly contributth th 
to clear all Miſtakes. g anc 

Foraſmuch as Sanct iſication and Holine(; Wriſt, * 


the great and chief End among true Chriſtin maks 
which moves them to gather together; therefy 
the Apoſtle Paul defines the Church in his $al 
tation to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 1. 2. Unto f 
Church of God which is at Corinth, them that 
ſanct iſied in Chriſt Jeſus, called to be Saints, 

the Church is ſuch as are ſanctified in Chriſt] 

ſus, called to be Saints. 

The Churches The Power and Authority, 0: 
Care over its der and Government we ſpeak 6 


Members, &'s js ſuch, as a Church-Meeting, e do 
thering or Aſſembly claims towarWzbere 

thoſe that have, or do declare themſelves Me not a 
bers, who own, believe and profeſs the ſame Do opp 
rines and Principles of Faith with us, and e Bel 
under the ſame Diſtinction and Denomination{Wnd alf 
whoſe Eſcapes, Faults and Errors, may by our Aich 
verſaries juſtly be imputed to us, if not Seaſonuilhed 


ably and Chriſtianly reproved, reclaimed or c o to 
demned. For we are not ſo fooliſh, as to co ere a 
cern our ſelyes with thoſe who are not of uMitcring 


f US u 
Gifts : 


far leſs, who ſtand in Oppoſition to us, ſo as t 
reprove, inſtruct, or reclaim them, as Fellow-Men 


bers or Brethren : Yet with a Reſpect to remo ing 
the general Reproach from the Chriſtian NanWſkith t. 
with a tender Regard to the Good of their im bat r; 


mortal Souls, for the Zeal we owe to God's GloWeſpect a, 
ry, and for the Exaltation and Propagation M ine: 
his Everlaſting Truth and Goſpel in the artiger Ar 


we haye not been wanting with the Hazard qo 4 
ogg ach. 
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m up Lives, to ſeek the ſcattered Ones, holding 
tribe rth the living and ſure Foundation, and invi- 
1s and perſwading all to obey the Goſpel of 
line Wriſt, and to take Notice of his Reproofs, as 
hriſtia makes himſelf manifeſt in, and by his Light 
therefu their Hearts. So our Care and Travel is, and 
his Sach been towards thoſe that are without, that 
Unto e may bring them into the Fellowſhip of the 
that A its in Light; and towards thoſe- that are 
nts. ought in, that they may not be led out again, 
brit drawn aſide, either to the Left-Hand, or the 
ght, by the Workings and Temptations of the 
rity, OHHempy. 
ſpeak e Theſe Things being thus cleared and opened, 
ing, e do politively affirm, That we being a People 
towarbered together by the Power of God (which moſt 
res Men not all of thoſe, that ariſing among our ſelves 
me Doo oppoſe us herein, have acknowledged) into 
and ge Belief of certain Principles and Dottrines, 
ination Wnd alſo certain Practices and Performances, by 
our Aich we are come to be ſeparated and diſtin- 
* Seaſonuilhed from others, ſo as to meet a part, and 
or o to ſuffer deeply for our Joint-Teſtimony ; 
to co ere are, and muſt of Neceſſity be, as in the Ga- 
t of u bering of us, fo in the Preſerving 
ſo as f us while gathered, Diverſities of Diverſities of 
w.MenWGifrs and Operations for the Edi. Gifts wy the 
o remoſ ing of the whole Body. Hence CR 
n Nan@fſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 5. 17. Let the Elders, 
their in rbat rule well, be counted worthy of double Honour, 
»d's GloWtſpectally they who labour in the Word and Dott- 
ation Mine: And this we ſuppoſe neither to be Popzſh, 
e Eartinor Anti-chriſtian ; let our Oppoſers ſay it, as 
azard left as they can, without reckoning the Apoſtles 
ou ſuch. Secondly, 
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Secondly, Foraſmuch as all are not called ing te 
the ſame Station, ſome Rich, ſome Poor; ſonWe mul 
Servants, ſome Maſters, ſome Married, ſoms othed 
Unmarried ; ſome Widows, and ſome OrphargWo"1lts, * 
and ſo forth; it is not only convenient, but aM re in 

. ſolutely needful, that there be cM to 
—_—_ " tain Meetings at certain Places a Apo 

t Buſineſs. Times, as may beſt ſuit the Come les, u. 

niencies of ſuch, who may be mo 20 *! 


particularly concerned in them; where bon the ! 
thoſe that are to take Care, may aſſemble, and hich a 

thoſe who may need this Care, may come aden.) 
make known their Neceſſities, and receive Help" the 
whether by Counſel or Supply, according e 

their reſpective Needs. This doth not at es. 
; contradict the Principle of being E as 
eſtabliſhed jnwardly and immediately by th VE. 
by the Are. Spirit; elſe how came the Apoſlghſ Spi 
T in that Day of the Powerful pour our 
ing forth of the Spirit of God, to ſet apart Me ak, ar 
for this Purpoſe ? Sure, this was not to lea m 
them from their inward Guide; yea, of tt kn 
contrary, it is expreſly ſaid, Look ye out among dard 

you ſeven Men of honeſt Report, full of the Hil ch as 

Ghoſt, and Wiſdom, whom we may appoint over thil durch 
Buſineſs. Sure, they were not to undertake 2 Ait ic 
Buſineſs, being full of the Holy Ghoſt, whichiſ® fur 
might import a Contradiction to their being led U ly 
| by it : So we ſee, it is both fit and ſuitable ti it ff 
| the Apoſtles Doctrine. to have Meetings about kethrei 
Buſineſs. Now if any ſhould be ſo whimſical oH, Spi 
| conceited, as to ſcruple their being at ſet Places leſe T 
| and Times, though theſe be nothing relative te id * | 
| a Set 


the Effential.Parts, but only Circumſtances, re 
lating 


SECTION V. 


In what Caſes, and how far this Government 
extends 2 Aud firſt, as to Qutwards and Tem 
porals. 


Shall begin with that, whic 
gave the firſt Riſe for this o- 
der among the Apoſtles ; and Id 
yerily believe, might have been x 
mong the firſt Occaſions, that gas 
the like among us, and that is, The Care of th 
Poor ; of Widows and Orphans. Love and Com 
paſſion are the great, yea, gnd the chiefeſt Mark 
of Chriſtianity : Hereby ſhall it be known, ſait 
Chriſt, that ye are my Diſciples, if ye love onl 
another. And Fames the Apoſtle places Religio 
herein in the firſt place; Pure Re 
1. To take ligion (ſaith he) and Undefiled be 
Cure Br the fore God and the Father is, to viſit 
ind Orphans. Fbe Fatherleſs and Widows in thzi 
AfliFions, &c. For this then, 
one main End do we meet together, that Enquir! 
may be made, if there be any Poor of the Hou 
ſhold of Faith, that need, that they may be ſup 
plied 3 that the Widows may be taken Care o 
that the Orphans and Fatherleſs may be bred u 
and Educated. Who will be ſo Unchriſtian, at 
to reprove this good Order and Government, anc 
to ſay it is needleſs 2 But if any will thus object 
May not the Spirit lead every one of you to give! 
them that need? What needs meeting about it, an 
ſuch Formalities ? | 


The Occaſion 1 
of thoſe Meet - 
ings about Bu- 
ſineſs. 


I anſwer 
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I anſwer, The Spirit of God leads us ſo to do; 
what can they ſay to the contrary ? Nor is this 
Practice any ways inconſiſtent with being in- 

-nmentMyardly and immediately led by the Spirit; for 

Jem tte Spirit of God doth now, as well as in the Days 

of Old, lead his People into thoſe things which 

ie orderly, and of a good Report; for he is the 

which cod of Order, and not of Confuſion : And there- 
his OrWhre the holy Apoſtles judged it no 

nd I dflhconſiſtency with their being led The Fxam- 


been aj the Spirit, to appoint Men ful 3 * * 
at gu the Holy Ghoſt, and of Wiſdom, Poitles. 

; of * ner the Buſineſs of the Poor. Now if to be full 
1d Com 


if the Holy Ghoſt, be a Qualification needful for 
this Employment; ſurely, the Nature of their 
kmployment was not to render this fo needful a 
ualification uſeleſs and ineffectual, as if they 
were not to be led by it. 

Moreover we ſee, though they were at that 
lime all filled with the Spirit, yet there was 
bmething wanting before this good Order was 
tabliſhed. There was a Murmuring, that ſome 
Widows were neglected in the daily Miniſtration ;; 
nd we muſt not ſuppoſe, the Apoſtles went about 
tb remedy this Evil, that was creeping into the 
Church, without the Counſel of God by his Spi- 
nit, or that this Remedy they were led to, was 


Mark: 
u, fait 
love on 
Leligio 
ure Ne 
filed be 
to viſit 
in thet 
then, 1 
Enquir) 
he Hou 
be ſup 
Care 0 


bred uepping into Apoſtacy ; neither can it be ſo ſaid 
iſtian, ae us, we proceeding upon the like Occaſion. 
ent, a" If then it be thus needful and 

object Miitable to the Goſpel, to relieve Contributi- 


o give :e Neceſſities of the Poor, that as ons for the 
t it, ali fftiere was No Beggar to be among 4 205 
ſrael of Old, ſo far leſs now ; muſt there not 


anſwer D 2 be 
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be Meetings to appoint Contribution, in Order 
to the performing theſe Things 2 Which is 50 
other, but the giving of a general Intimation 
what the Needs are ? That every one, as God 
moves their Hearts, and hath proſpered ther 
(without Impoſition, Force or Limitation) may 
give towards theſe needful Uſes. In which Caſe 
theſe Murmurers at our good Order in ſuch 
Matters, may well think ſtrange at the Apoſtle 
How preſſingly! how earneſtly doth he reiterate 
his Deſires and Provocations, ſo to ſpeak, in this 
Reſpect to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 16. 2. and 
the 8th and gth Chapters of the 2d Epiſt 
throughout! 

Now though he teſtifies to them elſe-where 
That they are the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, an 
that the Spirit of God dwells in them; yet ceaſct! 
he not to intreat and exhort, yea, and to gi 
them certain Orders in this Matter. 

Beſides all theſe Reaſons, which are ſufficien 
to convince any unprejudicate Man, The ſecre 
Approbation of God's Spirit accompanying us it 
this Thing, together with the Fruits and Effect 
of it; which Hundreds can witneſs to, who! 
Needs have been fupplied, and themſelves helpe( 
through divers Difficulties ; and the Teſtimoni 

of ſome already, and of many mor 


Fatherleſs Orphans, and Fatherleſs-Childre 
„ mx who have found no want, neither e 
9 pp Father nor Mother, OT other Rel; 


tions, through the tender Love a" 
Care of Gcd's People, in putting them to Trade 
and Employments, and giving them all needf 
Education: Which will make it appear, g 
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this Age paſs away, to thoſe that have an Eye to 
ſee, that theſe are not the meer Doings and Orders 
of Men; but the Work of him who is appearing 
inten T houſands of his Saints, to eſtabliſh not only 
Truth, but Mercy and Righteouſneſs in the Earth. 

And for that End therefore in the 
ſecond Place this Order reacheth the 2. To Compoſe 
uking up and compoſing of Differ. Differences in 


poſtle :Mences as to outward Things, which 9 
eiern nay fall out betwixt Friend and ters. 


in this 
2. and 


Epiſtle 


Friend ; for ſuch things may fall 

out through the Intricacies of divers Affairs, 
where neither hath any poſitiveIntention to injure 
and defraud his Neighbour, as in many Caſes 


where night be inſtanced. Or if thro' the Workings 
0ſt, aug nd Temptations of him, whoſe work is to beſet 
ceaſet i the Faithful, and People of the Lord, and to en- 
to gs gender ( ſo far as he can) Strife and Diviſion 


among them, any ſhould ſtep aſide, as to offer to 


ufficien wrong or prejudice his Neighbour z we do bold. 
e ſecre Wil ly aver, as a People gathered together by the Lord 
Ng Us 19 unto the ſame Faith, and diſtinguiſhed from all 
d Ef others by our Joint. Teſtimony and Sufferings, that 


„ Whol 
s helpe( 
timoni 


we have Power and Authority ta decide and re- 
move theſe things among our ſelves, without go- 
ing to others to ſeek Redreſs. And this in it 


ny Mo felt hath ſa much Reaſon, that I cannot tell, if 
hildre any that are not wholly prejudicate or obſtinate, 
either ON cn blame it. For if we be of one Mind concern. 
er Rel: ing Faith and Religion, and that it be our Joint. 
Love auß Intereſt to bring all others unto the ſame 
0 Tradq Truth with us, as ſuppoſing them to be wrong, 
| _ what Confidence can we have to think of Re- 
ear, El 


ch claiming them, if the Truth we profeſs have 


D 3 not 
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not Efficacy, as to reconcile us among our ſelves 
in the Matters of this World : If we be forced 
to go out to others for Equity and Juſtice, be. 
cauſe we cannot find it among our ſelves, how 
can we expect to invite them to come among us, 
when ſuch Virtues, as which ſtill accompany the 
Truth, are neceflarily ſuppos'd to be wanting! 
Should we affirm otherwiſe, it were to deſtroy 
the Truth and Faith, we have been, and are in 
the Lord's Hand building up: And indeed the 
Spirit and Practice of ſuch as oppoſe us herein, 
hath no leſs Tendency. 

Moreover, beſides the Enforcing and Intrin- 
ſick Reaſon of this Thing, we have the Concur- 
rence, Approbation and Comfort of the Apoſtle's 
Teſtimony, 1 Cor. 6. Dare any of you, 
having a Matter ar7ainſt another, go to 
Law before the Unjuſr, and not before the 
Saints? If it be objected, Do you reckon all Un. 


Objection. 


juſt that are not of you? Think ye all other Pes. 


ple void of Juſtice? 

I anſwer, Though the Apoltic 
uſeth this Expreſſion, I am per. 
ſwaded, he did not reckon all others 
unjuſt, that had not received then 
the Chriſtian-Faith. There were, no doubt, moral 
and juſt Men among the Heathen; and therefor: 
the ſame Paul commends the Nobility of Feſru-. 
He reckons them there Vnjuſt in reſpect of the 
Saints, or comparatively with them, as ſuch as 
are not come to the juſt Principle of God in them. 
ſelves to obey it and follow it: And therefore 
though he accounts them, who are leaſt eſteemed 
in the Church, capable to decide ſuch Matters; 
yet 


Believers Pot 
to go to Law 
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juſt, Cc. 
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ret he ſuppoſeth it ſafer to ſubmit to their Judg- 
LY ment in ſuch Caſes, though it were by 2445 
ice, 05 Wrong, or ſuffering Wrong, than to go before o- 
. h 2 thers to the greater Reproach of the Truth. We 
64 vs WY PS though many Occaſions of this kind have 
* fallen in among us, ſince we have been a People, 
oh one have had juſt Occaſion to decline our Judg- 
delt, Mnent. And though ſome ſhould ſuppoſe them. 
are ſelves to be wronged ; yet if they ſhould go bring 
ed the their Matter before others, we might ſay as the 


Apoſtle ſaith in the fore-mentioned Chapter, v. 
7, This were thereby a Fault in them, and would 
evidence a greater Care of ſome outward Con- 


herein, 


e. cern, than of the Honour and Intereſt of Truth: 
poſtle; ind therefore ſuch as have a tender Regard that 
of 50% would rather ſuffer, what to their Appre- 
70 to henfions may ſeem wrong. For in Matters, where- 
we teu tuo Parties are oppoſite in the Caſe 

D, of Meum and Tuum, it is ſomewhat The Caſe 


hard to pleaſe both; except where of Meum 
the Power of Truth, and the righte. and Tuum. 
ous Judgment thereof reaching to that 

of God in the Conſcience, hath brought to a true 
Acknowledgment him that hath been miſtaken, 
or in the wrong: which hath frequently fallen 
out among us, to the often refreſhing and con- 
refore frming our Souls in the certain Belief, that Chriſt 
Istu, WI 925 fulfilling his Promiſes among us, In Reſto- 
F the Ni Judges, as at the firſt, and Counſedors, as iu 
ch a; te Beginning, ans 3% 
them. Now ſuppoſe, any ſhould Going, before Unbelie- 


the ſudgment 
-efore MW be fo Pettiſh, or Humorous, o che dee i ON. 


emed s not to agree in ſuch Mat. ſhonour to the Truth. 
ters; ters to the Judgment of 7 
yet D 4 his 


r Pe. 


poſtle 
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others 
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— 


his Brethren, and to go before the Unbelierer; 
(for though I reckon them not ſuch Unbeliever 
as the Heathen of Old, becauſe they Profeſ; ii 
Faith in God and Chriſt ; yet I may ſafely (; 
they are Unbelievers as to theſe Principles and 
Doctrines, which we know are the Truth of God; D thi 
and in that Senſe muft be Unbelievers as to him, Mencern 
that ſo Appealeth to them from his Brethren Ve an 
I fay, ſuch as ſo do, firſt commit a certain Hurt, 
and Evil, in ſtaining the Honour and Reputation ve of 
of the Truth they Profeſs ; which ought to be 
dearer to us than our Lives. And even in that Hot, or 
Outward Matter, for which they thus do, they 
run a Hazard, not knowing, whether Things ure ab 
ſhall carry, as they expect: If they Loſe, they 
have a double Prejudice; if they Gain, it is a 
too dear Rate, even with the Hurt of Trut)'sMGovern 
Reputation, which their Outward Advantage can. With 1 
not make up. If then, it be Unlawful to do Evil, nd co! 
that Good may come of it, even a Spiritual Good; ff that 


far leſs is it Lawful to do a Poſitive Evil of ſo d C 
deep a Dye, as to bring an Evil Report upon Y bis 
the good Land, and give the Uncircumciſed an Mherein, 
Occaſion to Rejoice : Out of the Uncertain Hope that as 
of an Outward Gain, it is far better to fuffr Hand 
Loſs, as the Apoſtle very well Argues in the Place lian 2 
above-mentioned. the N 
Indeed, if there be any ſuch, have been, or ap. Withre 
pear to be of us, as ſuppoſe, There is not a Wiſe Woverin 
Man among us all, nor an Honeſt Man, that is able Wtorced 
to judge betwixt his Brethren, We ſhall nor co- Migainſt 


yet to meddle in their Matter; being perſwa. Witteri 
ded, that either they, or their Cauſe is nought. Winown 
Though (Praiſes to God) among all — Kingd 
ave 


deft. V. 


— 
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eliererWhaye gone from us, either upon one Account or 
lieverMther, I never heard, that any were ſo minded 
ofeſs Mwards us; but the moſt Part 
ely them having let in the Offence Apoſtates Teſti- 
les andi ſome Things, or Perſons, have mony concerning 
f God:WMhud this Ulnanimous Teſtimony us. 


to him oncerning us, that Generally we 


thren. Me an Honeſt and Upright-hearted People. 

Hurt. But whatever Senſe our Enemies, or Apoſtates 
utation bare of us, who look aſquint on the Face of Truth, 
© to befMWnd can ſee nothing a-right in thoſe they love 
in that ot, or are prejudicate againſt : This we can ſay 
„ they the laſt Place (beſides the Reaſons and Scrip- 
Things re above declared) that the Good Fruits, and 
„ they fees, which daily abound to the Houſhold of 
it is Hitch, in this, as well as the other Parts of the 
T ruth'sMorernment the Lord is eſtabliſhing among us, 


toth more and more commend it unto us; 
nd confirmeth our Hearts in the certain Beliet 


ge can. 
lo Evil, 


Good; ef that, which we can confidently Teſtifie in 

Jof ſo od Conſcience, That God bath led us hereunto 

t upon bis Spirit: and we ſee the Hand of the Lord 

ſed an erein, which in due Time will yet more appear; 

Hope tat as through our Faithful Teſtimony, in the 
ſuffer WHand of the Lord, that Antichri- 


tian and Apoſtatized Generation, Prieſts forced 


the NATIONAL MINISTRY, fur pact 


e Place 


or ap- ¶ th received a deadly Blow by our dif. have received 
a Wiſe Wovering and witneſſing againſt their adeadly Blow. 
is able N forced Maintenance, and Tythes, 

or co- MWigainſt which we have teſtified by many Cruel 
erſwa. Wifferings of all Kinds (as our Chronicles ſhall make 
ought. Minown to Generations to come) ſo that their 


e that 


Kingdom, in the Hearts of Thouſands, begins to 
have 


totter 
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totter and loſe its Strength, and ſhail afſuredlMq him 
fall to the Ground, through Truth's prevailim ere u 
in the Earth; fo on the other Hand do we, Mt bes 
coming to Righteouſnefs and Innocency, wen en ſo 
the Strength of their Kingdom, who judge \ their 
Rewards (as well as fuch as #reach for Hire, Ap 
and by not miniſtring Occaſion to tl:Uuſe, w i, 
have heaped up Riches, and lived in Exceſs, Luis « 
and Riot, by feeding and preying upon the IM feſto 
quities and Contentions of the People. For MWkingin 
truth and Righteouſneſs prevails in the Earth Go! 
by our faithful Witneſſing and keeping to iM:ulin 
the Nations ſhall come to be eaſed and disburdene them. 
of that deceitful Tribe of Lawyers, Mit th 
Lawyers well as Prieſts) who by their mani 
by Tricks Tricks, and Endleſs Intricacies, ha Hat * 
and _ rendred Juſtice, in their Method, buf 7;-, 
EE denſom to koneſt Men, and ſeck the 
troverſies. ſo much to put an End, as to fome lings | 
Controverſies and Contentions, thi noth 
they themſelves may be till fed and upheld, aich: 
their Trade kept up. Whereas by Truth's Pri reiudid 
pagation, as many of theſe Controverſies will AM Hu, 
by Men's coming to be leſs Contentious ; ſo wieſ4sed | 
any Difference ariſcth, the Saints giving JudMhyport: 
ment, without Gift or Reward, or running ins WW. 
the Tricks and endleſs Labyrinths of the Lair: 
yers, will ſoon Compoſe them. And this is ty Re 
we are perſwaded, the Lord is bringing abo, ane 
in our Day, though many do not, and many ui doth 
not ſeeit; becauſe it is indeed in a Way dittere"Wryrs, 
and contrary to Man's Wiſdom, who are noh God 


deſpiſing Chriſt in his Inward Appearance, bMhings 


cauſe of the Meanneſs of it; as the Jews of Oith. 
0 
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afſured| 
Te vallin 
O we, h 
„Welke 
udge fo 


d him in his Outward: Yet notwithſtanding 

ere were ſome then that did Witneſs, and could 
t be Silent, but muſt Teſtify that He was come. 
jen ſo now are there Thouſands, that can ſer 
their Seal, that he hath now again the Second 


r Hire me Appeared, and is appearing in Ten Thouſands 
e, WW his Saints; in and among whom (as a firſt 
eſs, LufWryits of many more that ſha!! be gathered) he 
the In ; reſtoring the Golden Age, and 

For 4 inging them into the Holy Order Chriſt's re- 
e Earth Government of his own Son, who ftoring the 
g to ruling, and to rule in the midſt Golden age. 
burden tnem, ſetting forth the Counſellors 
Der, Net the Beginning, and Judges as at Firſt ; and 
ir ma! 


blifhing Truth,Mercy,Righteouſheſs and j udg- 


es, hat again in the Earth: Amen, Hallelujah ! 
10d, bull Thirdly, Theſe Meetings take Care 

* the Caſe of Marriages, that all 3. To take 
d fome 


ings be Clear; and that there may Ake in the 


ns, tha nothing done in that Procedure, n 
ny hich afterwards may prove to the 
$ Fri 


rejudice of Truth, or of the Parties concerned; 


will dach being an Outward Thing (that is acknow- 


ſo whe aged in it ſelf to be Lau ful) of the greateſt 
= ) dl nportance a Man, or Woman, can perform in 

hy lis World; and from the Sudden, Unwary, or 
e La 


orderly Procedure whereof, very great Snares 


s is ta Reproaches may be caſt both upon the Par- 
g abo, and the Profeſſion owned iy them; therefore 
nig ui doth very fitly, among other Things, when it 
ifteren 


ccurs, come to be confidered of by the People 
God, when Met, to take care to preſerve all 
lings right and ſavoury in the Houſhold of 
ith, We do believe, our Adverſaries, that 
watch 


re UDO 
nce, b 
s of 0 

d 
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any juſt Reflect ion caſt upon our Way. 
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watch for Evil againſt us, would be glad, ho An, 


Promiſcuouſly or Diſorderly we proceeded in thi ſewer 
weighty Matter; that ſo they might the mor re, 
boldly accuſe us, as Overturners of all HumanW#?"2*< 
and Chriſtian Order: But God hath not left iſ.” te 
without his Counſel and Wiſdom in this Thing 2 
nor will he, that any ſhould receive juſt Occaſo l © 
againſt us his People: And therefore in th“ th 


14. 
ow if 
his SC 
x any ( 
er of! 
ne WI! 
ent. 

zo hs 
tle Sp 


weighty Concern, we, who can do nothing again 

the Truth, but all for, and with Regard to t 

12 have divers Teſtimonies for the Lore 
nd— 

: Firſt, That we cannot Mar 

.Qur Tofumcey with thoſe that walk not in, at 

_ ns obey not the Truth, as being of 

Vers. not her Judgment, or Fellowſhip 

or Preteuding to it, walk 1 

ſuitably and anſwerable thereto, ir not: 

2. By the Prieſt. Secondly, Nor can we go to tl rithe1 

Hireling-Prieſts, to uphold their 

falſe and uſurped Authority, who take upon the the 

to marry People without any Command, or Precedei 

for it from the Law of God. bood 

| Laſtly, Nor can we ſuffer a As 

3. In for- ſuch kind of Marriages to paſs ny 

bidden Degrees. ng us, which either as to the D Auth 

grees of Conſanguinity, or ot herwiſ 

in it ſelf is Unlawful, or from which there may oo | 

Asto the firſt Two, they being Lelti 

Teſt. 1. Againſt Matter of Principles receive} e 

Unbehevers. and believed, it is not my Worl brod 

here to debate them; only {inc And 


they are received and owned as ſuch (for whic Mat 
5 W 


Sect. v 


lad, ho 


ed in thi 
he mor 
Human 


It left 
S Thing 
Occaſic 

in thi 
g again 
d — t 
he Lord 


goto th 
old t hei 
hon the 
Preceden 


fer 4 
| paſs 

o the D 
therwi| 


e may |! 


ey being 
recelve( 
y Worl 
nly finc 
r whic 


vw 
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e can, and have given our ſufficient Reaſons 
ewhere, as for our other Principles) we ought 
care, how any, by walking otherwiſe, bring 
proach upon us. Yet not to paſs them wholly 
,a5 to the Firſt ; Beſides the Teſtimony of the 
firit of God in our Hearts (which is the Ori— 
nal Ground of our Faith in all Things) we 
wwe the Teſtimony of the Apoſtle Paul, 2 Cor. 
, 14. Be ye not unequally Yoked together, &c. 
ow if any ſhould think, it were much from 
is Scripture to plead it abſolutely Unlawful 
1 any Caſe, to join in Marriage with any (how- 
er otherwiſe Sober) becauſe of their not being 
ne with us in all Things: I ſhall ſpeak my Judg- 
ent. To me it appears ſo; and to many more 
o have obtained Mercy; and we think, we have 
tle Spirit of God. But whether it be Lawful 
ir not, I can ſay Poſitively, It 7s not Expedient, 
either doth it Edify ; and (as that which is of 
langerous Conſequence) doth give juſtly Offence 
o the Church of Chriſt : And therefore no true 
lender Heart, will prefer his private Love to the 
Good and Intereſt of the whole Body. 
As for the Second, In that we 
deny the Prieſts, their Aſſumed Teſt. 2. Againſt 
Authority and Power to Marry, the Prieſts Uſur- 
It is that whicn in no wiſe we Pitions. 
can Recede from, nor can we own 
any in the doing of it; it being a Part of our 
Ieſtimony againſt the Uſurpations of ch Gene- 
nation, who never yet, that I ever heard of, could 
produce any Scripture-Proof, or Example tr it. 
And ſeeing, none can pretend Conſcience ja che 
Matter (for they themſelves Confeſs, chat it is 
no 
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Fett, 


we mit Order and Government, which the Church of 
viſe, SWWhriſt never was, nor can be Without ; as doth 
did Pundantly appear by divers Scriptures hereto. 
F yy re mentioned. 

il unt 


of thi 5 

uſed 1 SxcTion VI. 

long, 1 | | 
nerefofiWup far this Government doth Extend in Mat- 
fe = ters Spiritual, and Purely Conſcientious. 

, ACCor | 


he Sca 
priva 
eſire n 
S Mind 
1 not 
r ſmoot 


Hus far I have conſidered the Order and Go- 
vernment of the Church, as it reſpects out- 
nd Things; and its Authority in Condemning 
Removing ſuch things, which in themſelves 
* Evil, as being thoſe, which none will readily 
tify : the Neceſſity of which things is ſuch, 


Round few but will acknowledge, the Care and Or- 
them in theſe Caſes to be commendable and expe- 
ledgmeWhnt. 8 

h com Now I come to conſider the Things of another 
ö 2 5 ind, which either verily are, or are ſuppoſed to 
* Askelo 


Matters of CONSCIENCE, or at leaſt, 


rcumc!/Wterein People may lay Claim to 1 in 
* e Acting or Forbearing of them. In which 
the Fa 


great Queſtion is, How far in ſuch Caſes, the 
ich may give poſitive Orders, or Rules > How 

her Authority reacheth, or may be ſuppoſed 
be binding, and ought to be ſubmitted to > For 


heir tr 
e find: 
deſire n( 


hath Folie better clearing and Examination of which, 
the W vill be fit to conſider. 3 a 
pon the Firſt, Whether the Church of Chriſt Queſt. I. 
Dare as W bath Power in any Caſes, "that 


a Part 


, are Matters of Conſcience, to give a poſitive 
E 


Sentence 
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Sentence and Deciſion, which may be Obliga 
tory upon Believers ? 
Secondly, If ſo, In what Caſes an 
Queſt. IT. Reſpects ſhe may ſo do? 
Queſt. III. Thirdly, Wherein confiſts the Fre 
dom and Liberty of Conſcienc 
which may be exerciſed by the Members of the tr 
Church diverſly, without judging one another ? 
And Laſtly, In whom the Power D 
Queſt, IV. ciſive is in Caſe of Controver| 
or Contention in ſuch Matters: 
Which will alſo lead us To obſerve the vaſt Di 
ference betwixt Us and the Papiſts, and others 
this Particular. 
As to the Firſt, Whether the Chur 
Queſt. I. of Chriſt hath Power in any Caſes, th 
are Matters of Conſcience, to give 
ofetive Sentence and Deciſion, which may be 
igatory upon Believers, — 
I Anſwer Affirmatively, She hatl 
Anſwer. and ſhall prove it from divers Inſta 
ces, both from Scripture and Reaſc 
Articles of For Firſt, All Principles and Artic 
Faith are of Faith, which are held doctrins 
Conſcience are in Reſpect to thoſe that belie 
them, Matters of Conſcience. \ 
know, the Papiſts do out of Conſcience, (ſuch 
are zealous among them) adore, worſhip and pr 
to Angels, Saints and Images, yea, and to the : 
chariſt, as judging it to be really Chriſt Jeſu 117 
and ſo do others place Conſcience N 7) 
FE. x Proof things that are abſolutely wrong are 
rom Right Now I ſay, We being gathered! 


; 2 ſuff, 
Oe. gether into the Belief of certain Pri 
cip 
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tradictors have done wrong, and forfeited their I gal 
Right in that Society; in Caſe by the original Ds 


ript! 
Conſtitution, the Nature of the ContradiQtion ww 
imply's ſuch a Forfeiture, as uſually it is; and Angel 
will no Doubt hold in Religious Goſpel 
The Disbe- Matters. As if a Body be gathered be 5 
liever of the into one Fellowſhip, by the Belie,, ſai 
Principles 1 — of certain Principles, he that come: reach 
— 2 nimſelf to believe otherwiſe, naturally ſcat ¶ nceive 
therefrom and tereth himſelf; for that the Cauſe 1 1 
ſcatters. that gathered him, is taken away Conſcie 
And ſo thoſe, that abide conſtant Farb, 
in declaring the thing to be ſo as it is, and ii nus 4 
looking upon him, and witneſſing of him to other Jaan, 
if need be) to be ſuch, as he has made hinſelf 2 Jc 
S him no Injury. I ſhall make the Suppoſitiot ring 
in the General, and let every People make th Houſe, 
Application to themſelves, abſtracting from us Wreet 
and then let Conſcience and Reaſon in every im The 
partial Reader declare, whether or not it dotWthemſc 
not hold? Suppoſe a People really gathered unt great 
the Belief of the true and certain Principles ll licate 
the Goſpel, if any of theſe People ſhall ariſe an nue C 
Contradict any of thoſe fundamental Truth berver 
Whether has not ſuch as ſtand, good Right t Goſpe 


Caſt ſuch an one out from among them, and to pr; Place 

nounce poſitively, This is contrary to the TrutWMTryth 
we profeſs and own ; and therefore ought to be r fil. as 
jected, and not received, nor yet he that Aſſerts ii s Fell 
as one of us? And is not this Obligatory upo 


ſha 


and de 
all the Members, ſeeing all are concerned in t vante- 
like Care, as to themſelves, to hold the RighW Accur 
and ihut out the Wrong ? I cannot tell, if an nd 4 
Man of Reaſon can well deny this > However, that 
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their I ſhall prove it next from the Teſtimony of the 
gina Scripture. | 
lidion Gal. 1. 8. But though we, or an 2. Proof 


3 and 
ligious 
therec 

Belief 


Angel from Heaven, preach any other wo — 
Goſpel unto you, than that which we 

have preached unto you, let bim be accurſed. As 
we ſaid before, ſo ſay I now again, If any Man 
Come preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that ye have 
ly ſcat i received, let him be Accurſed. 

Cauſe 1 Tim. 1. 19, 20. Holding Faith, and a good 
away Wl Conſcience, which ſome hauing put away, concerning 
pnſtantiſ faith, have made Shipwreck. Of whom is Hyme- 
and i nus and Alexander, whom I bave delivered unto 
other getan, that they may learn not to Blaſpheme. 


imſelf WM 2 John 10. If there come any unto you, and 
ofitioMiring not this Dotrine, receive him not into your 
ake tn Houſe, neither bid him, Rejoyce. (For ſo the 
om us 


Greek hath it.) 


cry ug Theſe Scriptures are ſo plain and clear in 
it dot themſelves, as to this purpoſe, that they need no 
ed untEFrreat Expoſition to the unbyaſſed, and unpreju. 
iples ffllicate Reader. Fore-ſeeing it is ſo, that in the 


riſe an( 
Truths 


true Church, there may Men ariſe, and ſpeak 
berverſe Things, contrary to the Doctrine and 


icht Goſpel already received; What is to be the 
| to pra Pace of thoſe, that hold the Pure and Antient 
e Tri fruth > Muſt they look upon theſe perverſe Men 
zo be iin, as their Brethren 2 Muſt they cheriſh them 
ſerts is Fellow-Members, or muſt they judge, condemn 
ry uPoand deny them? We muſt not think, the Apoſtle 
d in tig wanted Charity, who will have them N 

: Righ Accurſed ; and that gave Hymeneus Hy menaus. 


I, if an 
Wever, 


ſha 


ind Alexander over to Satan, after and Alexan- 
that they bad departed from the 4 zan 
| HI tris 


ect. V 
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Firſt, The Nature of the things them- 
elves. 
| Secondly, The Spirit and Ground they 2. 
rocted from. 

And Thirdly, The Conſequence and Ten- 3+ 
lncy of them. 

But before I proceed upon theſe, I affirm, and 
that according to Truth, That as the Church and 
ifembly of God's People may, and hath Power 
to Decide by the Spirit of God in Matters fun- 
amental and weighty (without which no De- 
dlion nor Decree in whatever Matters is avail- 
ble) ſo the ſame Church and Aſſembly alſo in 
ther Matters of leſs Moment, as to a 
themſelves ( yet being needful and be Decifion 
expedient with a Reſpect to the Cir- ess ee 
unſt ance of Time, Place and other intheChurch 
things that may fall in) may and obligatory. 
12th Power by the ſame Spirit, and 
tot otherwiſe, being acted, moved and aſſiſted, and 
kd by it thereto, to pronounce a poſitive Judg- 
nent: Which, no Doubt, will be found Obliga. 
tory upan all ſuch, who have a Senſe and Feeling 
of the Mind of the Spirit; though rejected by 
ſuch, as are not watchful, and ſo are out of the 
feeling and Unity of the Life. And this is that, 
which none that own Immediate Revelation, or 
i being inwardly led by the Spirit, to be now a 
thing expected or diſpenſed to the Saints, can 
without contradifting their own Principle deny; 
ar leſs ſuch, with whom I have to do in this 
Matter, who claiming this Priviledge to Particu- 
ars, ſaying, That they being moved to do ſuch and 
ſuch things, though contrary to the Mind and Senſe 


of 
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of their Brethren, are not to be judged for it; adh dete 
Gs Why may it not be ſo, that God hath move 4 and 
them to it > Now, if this be a ſufficient Reaſoſ to J 
for them to ſuppoſe as to one or two, | may withouMly Fe- 
Abſurdity ſuppoſe it as well to the whole Body not 
And therefore as to the Firſt, to wit. writ of 
' The Nature of the Things then deadttt 

Conſ. 1; ſelves. If it be ſuch a thing, th oltles 
doing or not doing whereof, that I Ide in 
Apainſt the either any Act, or the Forbearanceo ww judg 
— of any, may bring a real Reproach ice at 
Truth. Ground of Accuſation againſt th s, tha! 
Truth profeſſed and owned, and iq or one 
and through, which there may a viſible SchiſnM.ter 1 
and Diſſenſion ariſe in the Church, by whic| re Un 
Truth's Enemies may be gratified, and it ſc oe 
brought into Diſ-eſteem : then it is fit for ſuch. of F 
whoſe Care is to keep all right, to take Inſpectio rent 
in the Matter, to Meet together in the Fear er co 
God, to wait for his Counſel, and to ſpeak forte P 
his Mind, according as he fhall manifeſt himſcii. Spi 
in and among them. And this was the Practic 1.14; 
of the primitive Church in the Matter of Ci, ;1, 
cumo iſion. For here lay the Debate: Some though whic 
it not needful to circumciſe the Gentiles; other... be 
thought it a thing not to be diſpenſed with: An; om. 
no doubt, of theſe (for we muſt remember, they. 
were not the Rebellious Jews, but ſuch as ha; Cor 
already believed in Chriſt ) there were, that did, Nam 
it out of Conſcience, as judging Circumciſion to; ebe 
be ſtill obligatory. For they ſaid thus; Excep ng yo 
ye be circumciſed after the Manner of Moſes 1, fa 
ve cannot be ſaved. Now what Courſe took the Epheſ 


Church of Antioch in theſe Cafes? As 15. " 


r int 
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it; ad 


3 ey determined, that Paul and Bar- The Church 
ov 


has, and certain other of them ſhould at , Antioch 


Reaſo unto Jeruſalem, unto the Apoſtles ag eto 
vithoug / Elders about this © ueſtion. We for Advice 


e Bodi not ſuppoſe, they wanted the from the El- 


irit of God at Antioch, to have ders. 

rided the Matter, neither that theſe 

wſtles neglected or went from their inward 
wide in undertaking this Journey ; yet we ſee, 
5 judged it meet in this Matter to have the 


s them 
ng, th 
that 
rance o 


_ ice and Concurrence of the Apoſtles and EL 
n 1 s, that were at Feruſalem, that they might be 
Schi lof one Mind in the Matter. For there is no 


ater Property of the Church of Chriſt, than 


whicl Ir Unity in the Spirit, that is a Conſenting 
I Oneneſs in Judgment, and Practices in Mat- 
peclio F of Faith and Worſhip (which yet admits of 
ly Erent Meaſures, Growths and Motions, but 


Fear 0 
k fort 
himſel 


er contrary and contradictory Ones; and in 
xe Diverſities of Operations, yet ſill by the 
ne Spirit, the true Liberty is exerciſed, as ſhall 


= declared hereafter :) Therefore prayeth Chriſt, 
1 t they all may be One, as he and the Father is One. 
gi which Purpoſe alſo let theſe following Scrip- 


res be examined: © 

Rom. 12. 16. Be of the ſame Mind one towards 
ther. 

1 Cor. 1. 10. Now IT beſeech you. Brethren, by 


: An 
r, the 
1S had 


* - Name of our Lord Jeſus Chrijt, that ye all 
"9 "Wk the ſame thing, and that there be no Diviſions 
2 wg you ; but that ye be perfectly joined together 


the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Judgment. 

Epheſ. 5. 21. Submitting your ſelves one to ano- 

in the Fear of God, — 
AF 11. 


Kk the 


15. 2 
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Phil. 2. 2. Fulfill ye my Joy, that ye be lier, up. 
minded, having the ſame Love, being of one acci 
of one Mind. 

And yet more remarkable is that of the Are o 
ſtle Paul to the Philippians, Chap. 3. Ver, 
Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, bet 
minded; and if in any thing ye be otherwiſe ni 
ed, God ſhall reveal even this unto you. 

Verſ. 16. Nevertheleſs, whereto we have alr: 
attained, let us walk by the ſame Rule, let us n 
the ſame thing. 

Verſ. 17. Brethren, be Followers together of 
and mark them which walk ſo, as ye have us for 
Example. | 
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So here, though the Apoſtle gta 

e Forbearance in things, wheretot 
bas ; db have not yet attained j yet he c- 
the Power of Cludes, they muſt walk ſo, as th 
God, have him for an Example, and 
conſequently not contrary, or oth 

wiſe. And therefore we conclude, that where 
any in the Church of God pretending Conſcie 
or Revelation, ſhall ariſe to teach and pratti 
(however inſignificant or ſmall in themſelv: 
whether Principles or PraQtices, yet if they 
contrary to ſuch, as are already received as tr 
and confirmed by God's Spirit in the Hearts 
theSaints,and that the introducing of theſe Thing 
tend to bring Reproach upon the Truth, as ſuc 
as are not edifying in themſelves, and ſo ſtumb 
the Weak ; thoſe who have a true and right Di 
cerning, may in, and by the Power of God authe 
rizing them (and no otherwiſe) Condemn and Jud! 
ſuch Things: And they ſo doing it, it will be Ob 


gator 
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e be li 
We Acc 


ry upon all the Members, that have a true 
ſe, becauſe they will feel it to be ſo, and 
refore ſubmit to it. And thus far as to the 
ture of the things themſelves. 

Secondly, As to the Spirit and 

und they proceed from, Whatſo. Conf. 2. 
Innovation, Difference, or divers 

pearance, whether in Doctrine or Practice, pro- 
eth not from the pure Moving 

the Spirit of God, or is not What pro- 
xe out of pure Tenderneſs of Seeds not from 


the Ar 
Verf. 7 
, bet 


tſe mi 


ye alre 
" Ws mi 


er of '(cience, but either from that, N of 
as for ich being puft up, affefteth wirhſtood and 


gularity, and there-through denied. 


le grund be obſerved, commended 
reto ii exalted ; or from that, which is the Malig- 
- he of ſome Humours and Natural Tempers, 
as th ich will be contradicting without Cauſe, and 
„ and tly begetting of Diviſions, Animoſities and 
or ot he ulations, by which the Unity and unfeigned 
where de of the Brethren, is leſsned or rent; I ſay, 
onſcien$ things proceeding from this Root and Spirit, 
pradiſ ever little they may be ſuppoſed to be of 
mſclyM:m ſelves, are to be guarded againſt, withſtood 
they Wd denied, as hurtful to the true Church's Peace, 
as tra hindrance to the Proſperity of Truth. 
learts lf it be ſaid, How know ye, that 
e Thin de Things proceed from that Queſtion. 


as ſuc round 2 


ſtumb For Anſwer, I make not here any Anſwer. 
zht Di eplication, as to particular Per- 
] authW0s or Things; bur if it be granted (as it can- 


1d 7ud Wt be denied) that there may ariſe Perſons in 
be Ob true Church, that may do ſuch things from 
gator ſuch 
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ſuch a Spirit, though pretending Conſcie 

The $ '*  Tenderneſs ; then it N 5 . 

5 _ knowledged, that ſuch, to why * 
God hath given a true Diſcerni . 


ing in th 2 
Church, by his Spirit, may and ought . 22 


udges judge ſuch Practices, and the Spi 
Eat they come from, and have no Uni the 
with them, which if it be owned E 


the general, proves the Caſe, to w 

That ſome pretending Conſcience in Things fee = wh 
ing indifferent, but yet it proceeding in the ky 

from a Spirit of Singularity, Emulation or Stri -1 
thoſe that have received a Diſcerning there 4 
from the Lord, may and ought to judge . e. 
Tranſgreflors, without being accounted Impoſe * 
Oppreſſors of Conſcience, or Inforcers of Uniformit = 

contrary to the Mind of Chriſt : againſt whit bo 
the Apoſtle alſo guardeth the Churches of Ol 3 
Phil. 2. 3, 4. Let nothing be done throu _ 
Strife, or Vain-Glory ; but in Lowlineſs of Min * 
let each eſteem other BETTER THA * 
THEMSELVES. 2. 
ook not every Man on his own Things; _— 
every Man alſo on the Things of 5 10 
Now, if it be an Evil to do any thing out * 
Strife; then ſuch things that are ſeen ſo to rg 
done, are they not to be avoided and forſake potter 
So that we are confident, our Judgment here + 
cannot be dented, or reputed Erron 1 . 
Precenders ous ; except it be ſaid, That 10 1 
pi — q? will, or can ariſe in the Church % — 
be watch. Criſt, pretending ſuch Things fro 15 . 

ed againſt, ſuch 4 Spirit : which I know not a hi 
that will, it being contrary to tl 1997 f 
expre 


ect. V 
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zpreſs Propheſies of the Scripture, and the Ex- 
xrience of the Church in all Ages, as may ap- 


MCC an 
o be 2 


wWhoſer from Mat. 24. 24. AFs 15. 54. 

ſcerniq;; im. 4. 5. 2 Tim. 3. 8. Mark 13. Diſcerners 
ught . 22. 2 Pet. 2. 19. Or on the of Evils to 
e SpirfWher Hand, that thoſe that abide 41 Warn. 
ir wy üthful, and have a Diſcerning of 

wne 


joſe Evils, ought to be ſilent, and never ought 


» tO WI reprove and gain-ſtand them, nor yet warn and 
gs (cerfWhrd others againſt them; and that it is a Part 
in. the commendable Unity of the Church of 
T Stu 


hriſt, to ſuffer all ſuch Things without taking 


there hetice of them. I know none will ſay ſo ; but 
dgc ti there be any ſo fooliſh, as to affirm it, let 
InpoſerWhem conſider theſe Scriptures, Gal. 2. 4. 1 Tim. 
formit 20. 2 Tim. 2. 24, 25. Tit. 1. 9, 10, 11. 
t 1. Now if none of theſe hold true; but on the 
0 


mtrary, ſuch Evils have been, and may be found 
b creep in among the People of God, and that 
ch as ſee them, may and ought to reprove 
dem; then neceſſarily the doing fo, is neither 
npoſition, Force nor Oppreſſion. 

As to the Third, concerning the Conſ. 3. 
onſequence and Tendency of them, 


throuj 
F Min 
THA 


8530 


g out is moſtly included in the two former: for 

ſo to Whitſoever tendeth not to Edifica- 

5 15 on; but on the contrary to Deſtry. —Sowersof 
ere 


on, and to beget Diſcord among Diſcord 2. 
Irethren, is to be avoided : Accord- (prof you 
hz to that of the Apoſtle, Rom. 16. avoided. 
Y. Now IT beſeech you, Brethren, mark 

em, which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, con- 
rary to the Doctrine which ye have learned, and 


hoid them. 
| And 


Erron 
hat 10 
arch ( 
gs fro 
not a 
to tl 
expre 
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— 


| And ſince there is ho greater Mat 
—To follow of the People of God, than to bill, 
— — at Peace among themſelves; what 
our ſelves— Cover tendeth to break that Bon 
of Loye and Peace, muſt be teſtified againſt. LI. 5. 
it be obſerved, I ſpeak always of the Church Men 
Chriſt indeed, and deal with ſuch, as are of an 
ther Mind: not as reckoning only falſe Churches 
not to have this Power, but denying it even t 
the true Church of Chriſt, as judging it not f 
for her ſo to act, as in Relation to her Member 
For though Chriſt be the Prince of Peace, an 
doth moſt of all commend Loye and Unity to h 
Diſciples ; yet I alſo know, he came not to ſen 
Peace, but a Sword, that is, in dividing M- 
from the Luſts and Sins he hath been united ti 
And alſo it is the Work of his Di 
—To the ciples and Meſſengers, to break t 
Wn 1 Bands and Unity of the Wicke 
che Wicked. wherein they are banded againk Ge 
| and his Truth, and the Confederad 
of ſuch as ſtand in Unrighteouſneſs, by invitin 
and bringing as many as will obey, unto Right 
ouſneſs 3 whereby they become dif-united a 
8 ſeparated from their Companion 
Prov. 20. 26. with whom they were centred, an; 
| at Peace in the contrary and curſq . 
Nature. And indeed, bleffed are they, that at 
ſent forth of the Lord to ſcatter here, that the. 
may gather into the Unity of the Life: An 
they are bleſſed, that in this Reſpect, even fe 
Righteouſneſs-ſake, are ſcattered and ſeparate 
from their Brethren; that they may come 
know the Brother-hood and Fellowſhip, which 
| 
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Placet, The firtis, x Cyr. 12. from Ve 
Diverfities of 4. to x pt 2 


Gifts, Admini- V b Lo 
Srations and erſ. 4. Now there are Diver 
| Operations ties of Gifts, but the ſame Spirit. 
from the ſame Verſ. 5. And rages re Dif 
t makes 1997 eon: K ; 
no 1 Divi ces 7 iniſt rations, but the | 


ene Verſ. 6. And there are Diver 
ties of Operations, but it is the ſame God whi 
wornetd af ina 
Verſ. 7. But the Mani feſtation of the Spirit 
given to every Man to profit withal. 
Verſ. 8. For to one is given by the Spirit! 
Word of Wiſdom, to another the Word of Knowles 
by the ſame Spirit; 1115 
Verf. 9. To another Faith by the ſame Spirit 
another the Gifts of Healing by the ſame Spirit. 
Verſ. 10. To another the Working of Mira 
#0 another Prophecy, to another Diſceruing of 5 
rits, to another divers kinds of Tongues, to anti 
the Interpretation of Tongues. | 
Vert. 11. But aft theſe worketh that one and 
ſelf-ſame_ Spirit, dividing to every Man ſevers 
NEE. fin cf od a7 ate, 
Verf. 12. For as the Body 150 
As many Mem- and hath many Members, aud 


—— — the Members of that One Body 


_ upholding | ing many, are One Body, ſo alſo 
— the if > ay, je 


Verf. 13. For byOne Spirit are 
all. Baptized into One Body, whether we be Jews 
Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and b. 
_ been all made to drink into One Spirit. 
| _ erſ. 14. For the Body is not One Member, | 


= 
. — co. — 18 
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Verſ. 15. F the Foot ſhall ſay, becauſe I am not 
1 2 T am not of the Body; 3 is it therefore not 
the Body? 
Verſ. 16. And if the Ear ſhall ſay, becauſe I 
x not the Eye, I am not of the Body ; is it not 
ertfore of the Body > 
Verſ. 12 If the whole Body were an Eye, where 
e the Hearing? If the whole were Hearing, 
here were the Smelling ? 
Verſ. 18. But now bath God ſet the Members 
ery one of them in the Body, as it hath pleaſed Him. 
Verſ. 19. And if they were all one Member, 
ere were the Body ? 
Verſ. 20. But nom are they many: Members, yet 
one Body? : 
Verſ. 21. And the Eye cannot ſay unto the Hand, 
have no need of thee ; nor again, the Head to the 
tt, I have no need of you : 
Verſ. 22. Nay, much more thoſe Members of the 
which ſeem to be more feeble, are neceſſary : 
Verl. 23. And thoſe Members of the Body, which 
think to be leſs honourable, upon theſe we beſtow 
re abundant ' Honour, and our * arts 
e more abundant Comelineſs. 
Verſ. 24. Fur our comely Parts have no 50 
t 'God hath tempered the Body together, having 
N abundant Honour to that Part which 
__ HB 
Verſ. 25. That there ſhould be no Schiſm in the 
rit are Nu; but that the Members os have the ſame 
2 Jews Ne one of | another. 
and 14 Verſ. 26. And whether one Ile ſuffer, al 
„ Members ſuffer with it; or one Member be ho- 
ember, | 096; af the Member s rejoyce- wis ie. 
Ve F 2 Verſ. 
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Verſ. 27. Now 9e ure the Body. of Chriſt, ad ou 
Members in particular: [ schoe 
Verſ. 28. And God hath ſet ſome in the Church Cty 
firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prapher's, thirdly Teach Wl ity ot 
ers, after that Miracles, then Gifts of Healing zen, 
Helps, Governments, Diverſities of Tongues. As th 
Verſ. 29. Are all Apoſtles? Are ul Prophets WM Conity, 
Are all Teachers? Are all Workers of Miracles? ¶ traty 
Verſ. 30. Have all the Gifts of Healing * Do off Head, 
ſpeak with Tongues? Do all Interpret > : under 
Which I would not have ſet down at larsMwntr: 


but that there be ſome ib — (efpecially i bur as 
Matters they like not) that they will ſcarce be Med te 
the Pains ſeriouſly to read over a Citation on Wl Cntr 
named; and that alſo this being preſented: befolWyhich 
he Reader, in the Current of the Diſcourſe, w 
x the Nature of my Application the more 
his 2 For the Apoſt 
The Sum of ſhews here the Variety of the Ope 
the ptemiſſes. tions of the divers Members of t 
Body of Chriſt, working to one a pit 
the ſame End; as the divers Members of a May en 
Body towards the maintaining and upholding tir +1 
the whole. s D Larne 44,97 
No theſe are bot placed in contrary WoW fornet! 
ings, for ſo they would deſtroy one another; a menti, 


ſo the Apoſtle in the ordering of them in thi this 
ſeveral Kinds proves this. Firſt, Diverfities ¶ bave 

Gifts. Secondly; Differences of Adminiſtr at19Yf none 

Thirdly, Diuerſities of Operations; And ti all ha 
which is the Bond that keeps the Oneneſs, h Gift ; 


be alſo mentions, to wit, The ſame Spirit, ¶ abſol 
ſame Lord, the ſamt Cod: The Apoſtle names WF tatio 
thing of Contrariety or Oppoſition. But let Cont 


ſho 


: * 


_—_— 
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ſhould” be ſo Critical, as to bring in here the 
School-Diſtinction of Contrarium Oppoſitum, and 
Gontradictorium; 1 ſhall not deny, but Contrari- 
% or Oppoſition in the Senfe it is ſometimes ta- 
len, may be found in the Body without Schiſn : 
As the come ly Paris may be ſaid to be Oppoſite or 
Cntrary to the Ontomely, or the left Hand con- 
fraty to the right, or the - e to the 
Head, as the eee, Part to th ww ave 4 
nder moſt; or the Poing a thing is No Cont 
contrary to the Forbearing of Tt; riety in £ 

but-as-for 3 —— is acknowled g. BodyofC briſk 
ed to be "Propoſitions or Termini 

Cntr adrForit; that is ContradiBory * Propoſst ions, 
which are in themſelves irrecoficileable, whereof 
me mult be RI wrong, and thi MIN "deſtroy od 
hot her, and work contrary Effects, they are not 
it all admitted, nor fuppoſed to be in the Body 


eo 


of Chriſt; as T'ſhall give in one In. 
tance, Vexſ. 8. To one if given by the Infapces 
Spirit the Word of, Wijden, to! another 
thi Word of Knowledge | 


by the ſaint dpi. 1. 
tit: Firſt, here are two. dif e b 
hut not congr ary. "Secondly, There may 
fornething like Contrariety in the Senſe afore. 
mentioned, be here ſuppoſed 3'as, fome may want 
this Gift of MWiſdom and Knowledge, and fo to 
baue is contrary to want thou Sh as to theſe two, 
none may be abſolutely faid tö want them; pet 
al have them not in the ſame Degree, as a ſpecial 
Gift ; chough as to ſome Gifts there, may he an 
abſolute Want, as that of Miracles, and Interpre- 
tation of Tongue s.) But ſhould 'T fuppoſe ſuch a 
Contrariety, or more F Contradiſt ian, as 
| 3 do 
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to Wiſdom, to oppoſe Folh, and to Knowledge, Ott 
Ignorance ; this were an Oppoſition not to be ad 
mitted of in the Body, becauſe it were falſe t 1 
ſuppoſe, that to proceed from the ſame Spirit hen in 
And meh Contrarieties or Diverſities, as cannot ci 
juſtly be ſuppoſed to proceed from the ſame Spier in 
rit of God, which is the Bond that links togetheq e 
* cannot be mutually. entertained i 
Diverſities of the Body. So the Differences and 
Works and Piverſities, which the Apoſtle: ad 
. 1 mits of, while he * largely it 
mit 4; this Matter, are, That none oug ht tc 
be offended at bis Brother, that he hath not th 
Same Work aud Office in the Body, that he . hath 
but that every que keep in his own Place, as Gu 
bath appointed t hem that neither them that are ſet 
Ana bigher Place, deſpiſe them that are ſet in a lower; 
or them that are = in a lower, grudge and repine 
ſuch as are ſet higher : but af work in their 
proper . Place.tawards the Edification of the Whole. 
And that the Apoſtle. intends. this, is manifeſt, 
where he draws to a Concluſion, Verſ. 27. Now 
ye are the 534 of Chriſt, and Members in particl- 
lar, and God bath: ſet ſome in the Church, firſt, 
Apoſtles, Secondly Prophets, &c. and then he ſub- 
ſumes, Are al Apoſtles? & c. 1 
Which the ſame Paul again confirms, Place 2. 
Epbeſ. 4. 8. 11, to the 17th, which was 
the ſecond Place I intended; and ſhall only men- 
tion for Brevity's ſake, leaving the Reader to 
conſider of it at his Leiſure. 7 
I his is alſo held forth by the Beloved Diſciple 
John, in his Threefold Diſtinction, 1 Job. 2. 12, pe 
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} Fathers, Toung Men, and little Children : And 1 
Peter, 1 Pet. 5. 1. 15 in that of EA. N 
5 and: Dunger. The true Liberty The true 
den in the Church of Chriſt is ex- 'the © 2 
cannotfeciſed, when as one judgeth not ano. 8 

her in theſe different Places; 1 

gethe ne in Love together, all minding the Unity and 
eneral Good of the Body, and to work their own 
— and Work in their own Place. Alſo the Forbearance 


tle ad the Saints is exerciſed, when as they judge not 
Zely ie another. for being found in the, different Ap- 
«wht roffffarance,. either of Doing Pf: Forbearing ;, which 
or tler be peculiar to their betet Places and Sta- 


as Gu band nay be Diveſitics 5 Works Djverfitias of 
are ſer dere, is excellently well expreſſed 1. N 
wer the Apoſtle, viz. | 4 F 
reping mtr 275 For I ſay, through ot Kos 
e the wb wth me, gy 700 ry Man the 5s 
2 ny A: t. to t hi imſe re -bighly, 
nifeſt, we; , 2 7 to. think; 1.2 0 e fe "A 
; Now ding a i God hath degra" every Man the Mea. 
rticu- Nie o Faith. 
Seb Vert. 4. For:a5 we bau many ire in one 


Jody, and all Members have not the ſame Office ; 
Verf. 1 o we being many are one Body 2 Chri 
"are z. Wand every one "nk one of anot her. 

181 6. Having then Gifts: differing, cok 
men- Wto the Grace. that is given to us, het her Prophecy, 
er to Wht us Propheſy according to the Proportion. of Faith: 

\ Verſ., 7. Or Miniſtry, let us wait on our Mini- 
ciple ¶ ring; ar he. that teac heth, ou Teaching: 

2,13, Verſ. 8. Orjbe that Exhorteth:; on Ex hortat ion: 

Of We thet e let ba do it nib er Lo 

| 4 i 
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hat Rultth, with | DNigznee ; ; be that: ſheweth Mercy, 


with Eve,” fulneſ\ 
hen- Mould joarrel with his Brother, 
for 2 he that which belongeth to the Office 
of the Body, Ohtil hath called him to, and would 
free. bie to exerciſe the ſame Office he doth 
he be be not called to it; here is à Breach 
of Chrittin Liberty an Impo ng upon it 
_—__ 7 18 Schiſms and arrs fall out 
peachol in this two.fold Refpe&t : Eithe 
2 when ay Per ſbn or Per ſons aſſume 
another; dr an higher Place in thi 
Body, than God will bare them te 
Wa 1 5 a0 e * 
o 0 At, t nol 
0 6 5p or hen be any truty exerc the 
lacs which God Nin iyen chen gers riſk 


bp TH 925 chem, and Would draw them fro 


Which 18 0 been, and may be 


1 Ns butt ki foo LE; S 
© aul 

Suh 5 J ſaree 3 himſelf 
1. 8 „ju whom t got 

s 5 fee 2 then, wh 100 critics be holt full 


A arch of God, EN 75 Differenc 
0 Gift proceedim Nh * Spirit; 
and in the divers Ph 1 0 eral Member 
have in N tit Feigen fon bffft; ande 
cel bis öden Strſon, ts Banding 
on in, is His tren ch a Perfection; and ko be in 

, thdug h Hi of af more eigen ent, would 
but MK. hurt hic: And #> it) s thete 
ovght th hea mutual aber e ere thay 
neither be a Eee ior Af Rin bn the 
one Hand, nor yet a piling. or Condemn- 

r in 
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there is no room left here for ſuch Reaſon: 


hb a f 8 f - 0 20 4 
Secondly, As to Obſervations, Gal, | 
9, 10, 11. Might not they have Toft. 2. of 


ered offered, What if we regard a Day Obſervations 
hey fate Lord, muſt we not then? Are of Days. 
uld co theſe thy own Words > We ee, 


t did not hold here, becauſe in them it was 
Returning to the Beggarly Elements. 

Ihiraly, As to Meats, 1 Tim..q, 
Here we fee, that is accounted a Laſt. 3. of 
Arine of Devils ; which in ano, Meats. 
Reſpect was, Chriſtian Forbear- ene 
. And; therefore now, and that in the gene- 
[ReſpeQ, he giyes this Reaſon, Verſ. . For 


lers in 
hure N 


n, wou Creature of, God is good, aud nothing to be 
pleadi %, if it be received with. Thankſziving of them 
onde believe, and know the Truth. So we ſee, that 


Inſtanditheſe particular Things there is great need of 
© krineſs in the Church of Chriſt ; for that ſome. 
umnciſi es Forbear ance. under à Pretence of Liberty 


be more hurtful, than,down-right Judging. 
uppoſe, if any ſhould. ariſe, and pretend Con. 
ence, and claim a Liberty for Circumcifion, and 
Pur ifications of. the Law, whether all Chri- 
ns would not with one Voice condemi it? And 
8 to; Days and Meats, how do the generality 
Proteſtants judge it: Though 1 deny, not, but 
e may, and ought to be à mutual Forbearance 
the Church of Chriſt in certain ſuch Caſes, 
ich may fall in; and a Liberty there is in the 
rd, which breaks not the Peace of the true 
vil. in urch: but in ſuch Matters (as J obſerved at 
062 p ge before) both the Nature of the W the 

„ e een pirit 
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Spirit they come from, and the 'Occafion fre 
whence, and their rr gs and 2 
to be carefully 8 


—  —____ — — 
SGI VII. 
Concerning the Power of Dn C1810. 


9 
19 
« 


Sens then it may fall out in the Church 
Chriſt, that both” ſome may aſſume anotl 
Place in the Body than they ought, and oth 
may lay claim to à Liberty, an pretend Ct 
ſcience in things 65 they upt hr not, and that wi 
out Queſtion the is hot to de tolera 
but to be tetifid ak ainſt, 8. 8 ſpecious 


Appearance may he ; Fand ne 1155 oug 


to eines dged: TheQueſtion will ar 
y_ _ : be proper, Jude or ud; 
Er 1 in Pris Finder h the Power of decid 
4 this Controverſy 2 And this is th 
which I undertook. 1 hn the, next 5 ind to treat 
0 being the Spe cifick ifferenc diftingut 
Property 5 the Church of Ehriſt, fran 
a r Anti-chriſtian Afemblies and Churches 
Man's Building png Framing. 
10 give a ſhort, and yet clear and plain! 
ſwer tö this Prope fition : The only roper Ju 


of Controver fies in 10 Church, is tbe Spirit of d 


aud the Power of deciding ſolely 1 
| The Spirit of init; ba havin 8 the only Unerri 
God — Tnfallible aud Certain Judgment 
Per nee of longing to it: which Infallibility 
intheChurch. of neceſſarily anne red to any Perſo 


Perſon or Places whatſagver, by Virt 


there 
phets, 
the A 
ſometi 
furt he 
jealec 
= ; 

FOPL 
to be 


any Office, Place or Station any one may have, or 
hal in the Boily of Chriſt. That is to ſay, 
at any have G to reaſon thus, Becauſe I 
or have been ſuch an eminent Member, therefore 
fulgment is iufallible; or, Becauſe we are the 
weſt Number; or, that We live in ſuch a Noted 
Famous Place, or the like: Though ſome of 
eſe Reaſons may, and ought to have their true 
eight in Cafes of ContradifFory Aſſertions (as 
ul hereafter be obſerved) yet not ſo, as upon 
ich either mainly, or only the Infallible J udg- 
ft is to be placed; but upon the Spirit, as 
ut which is the firm and unmoveable Foundation. 


15 5 = And now, if I mould go on no further, T have ſaid 
rolera gh to vindicate us from '/MPOSITION, and 
cious n the Tyranny, whether of Popery, Prelacy, or 
ad 01188 EET.) or any ſuch like we have, or may be 
vin ar" ed with; as ſhall after appear. 
r Jud Bot to proceed Herein lies the Difference be- 
irt the Diſpenſation of the Law, and the Goſ- 
is th or New. Covenant; for that of Old all Anſwers 
treat ere to be received from the Prieſts in the Taber- 
tinguffele. For he, that appeared be: ' 
from M""xt the \Cherubims there, ſpake N Jy 
rches erth his Mind to the People; and Ny RFA 


there were alſo Families of the Pro- Amos 7. 14. 


lain Mets, to whom 'they reſorted for 20bro. 18.6. 
r ue Anſwer of the Lord (though Jon 6. 45- 
; 57 bmetimes as a Signification of the Heb: 1. 1,2. 


| further Glory, that was to be re- 10 
nerri aled, it pleaſed God to reveal his Mind to ſome, 
nent Deren to them, who were neither Prophets nor 
ility Prophets Sons) but under the Goſpel, we are all 
perſoſ v be taught of God, that is, none are ay 
| | rom 


- 
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from his Priviledge, by not being of the Tribe 
Levi, or of the Children of the Prophets: Thou 
this Priviledge is as truly exerciſed in ſome þ 
aſſenting and obey ing, to what God Command 
and Reveals through others (they feeling Uni 
with it in the Life) as by ſuch, who by the K 
velation and Command of God's Spirit hold fort 
his Will to his People in certain Particula 
which the ſame Spirit leads and commands thet 
to obey. So that we ſay, and that with a ve 
good Ground, that it is no way Inconſiſtent wi 
iii this ſound and unerring Principl 
Ju in- to affirm, That the Judgment of 
pe * certain Perſon or Perſons in certa 
Soiricingt);. Caſes is Infallible, or for a certe 
ble. 1 © » Perſon or Perſons to give a poſitii 
Judgment, and pronounce it as Ol 
ligatory upon others, becauſe the Foundatic 
and Ground thereof is, not 'becauſe they are 
fallible, but becauſe: in theſe Things, and at thi; 
Time they were led by the Infallible Spirit. Ani 
therefore it will not ſhelter any in this Reſpe 
to pretend, I am not bound to obey the Dif ates ( 
fallible Man; It not this Popery,' I not bei 
perſwaded in my ſelf? Becauſe it is not to be di 
obedient to them, but to the Judgment of Trut 
through them at ſuch a Time'; and one or mc 
there not being per ſwaded, may as probably pre 
ceed from their being hardned, and being ou 
of their Place, and in an Incapacity to hear th 
Requirings, as that the Thing is not required c 
them; which none can deny, but it may as we 
be ſuppoſed, as the contrary. But for the fu 
ther clearing of this Matter, before I conclude 
mon | 
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d. VI 


hall not doubt both to affirm and prove theſe 


Tribe wi | 

Wlowing Propoſitions. 
— Hr, That there never will, nor 
me e be wanting in Caſe'of Contro. Aﬀert. r. 
| 1 y, the Spirit of God, to give 
then wgment through ſome or other in the Church 
id fort Chriſt, ſo long as any Aſſembly can properly, 
— in any tolerable Suppoſition be ſo termed. 


Secondly, That God hath ordinarily 


= the communicating of his Will Aſſert. 2. 
* i wer his Goſpel, imployed ſuch, - 
incip om he had made ufe of in gathering of his 


nt of 
certa 
certa 
politiz 
as Ol 
ndatic 
are! 


hough not excluding others. 

Thirdly, That their de Facto, or 
tual Meeting together, and gi. 
hg a poſitive Judgment in ſuch 


hurch, and in feeding and watching over them; 


Aſſert. * 


ſes, will not import Tyranny and Uſurpation, 
an Inconſiſtency with the Univerſal Priviledge, 
hat all Chriſtians have, to be led by the Spirit; 


1 Ather will the Pretences of any contradicting 
Ren, or refuſing to ſubmit upon the Account 
1 dey ſee it not, or ſo, excuſe them from being 
't ey guilty of diſobeying God. | 


be di 
f Trut 
Ir Mo 
ply pre 
ng ou 
ear th 
uired 0 
as we 
the fu 
nclude 


ther Probation, than that of Matt. 
8. 20. And lo, I am with you 40. 


o deſtitute of the Spirit of God, that 
In Caſe of Difference there were not 
y found, that by the Infallible 
dpirit, could Fe a certain Judg. 
nent; Would not then the Gates 


For the Firſt, to thoſe that believe : 
e Scripture, there will need no 


Aſſerr. 1. 
Proved. 


ay. even unto the End of the World, And Ver. 
. And the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 
Now if the Church of Chriſt were | 


The Infalli- 
ble Spirit the 


Gates of Hell 


cannot pre- 
vall againſt. : 
0 
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of Hell prevail a ainſt it? For where Strife and Di 
ſion is, and no effectual Way to put an End to it. the 
not only the Gates, but the Courts and inner Cha 
bers of Darkneſs prevail; for where Envy and Stri 
is, there is Confuſion, and every Exil Work. 
- But that there may be here no Ground of M 
ſtake, or Suppoſition, that we wete anneting 
fallibility to certain Perſons, or limiting t 
Church to ſuch ; I underſtand not by the Churc 
every. Treue Gathering or Aſſembly, circur 
ſcribed to any F wountry or City: F 
I will not refuſe, but divers of them, both apa 
, .©____. and together, if got Eſtabliſhed 
The Erring © God's Power, may Err. Nor 
Church of do I lay the abſolute Strefs.upon 
People— general Aﬀembly of Perſons, as ſuc 

picked and choſen out of every 0 
of thoſe particular Churches; as if what t 


ther in 


Generality or Plurality of thoſe conelude upe perk 

were neceflarily.to be ſuppoſed to be the Infali 2 

Judgment of Truth: Though to ſuch an Affe 
ly of Perſons truly ſtated (as they ought) ky ma 


t ſome 


God's Power, he hath. heretofore Revealed 


Will in ſuch Caſes; and yet may, as the me 1 5 
robable Way (which ſhall be ſ * hereafte * 5 ˖ 
et ſuch, as a meer Afﬀembly, is not conc"... © 


For i 
ren, t. 
t Ver! 
em th 
lus: S 
tain t 
Iriſt, _; 
il new 
dgme 


ſive, Nor yet do 1 underſtand by the Churc 

every Gathering or Aſſembly of People, who m 

. hold ſound and true Principles, 

— Having have a Form of Truth; for ſont 
2 — may loſe the Life and Power 

8 Godlineſs, who notwithſtanding me 

retain the Form or Notions of thing 

but yet are to be turned away from, becauſe 
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b far (as I obſerved: before) as Sanctification, to 
it, thoſe that are ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, make 
he Church, and pive the right Definition to it: 
here that is wholly wanting, the Church of 
hriſt ceaſeth to be; and there remains nothing 
at a Shadow without Subſtance, Such Aſſem. 
lies then are like the dead Body, when 'the Soul 
; departed, which is no more fit to be converſed 
th; becauſe it corrupts, and proves noiſom to 
je Living. But by the Church of Chriſt, I un- 
tand all thoſe, that truly and really have re- 
wed, and hold the Truth, as it is in Jeſus, and 
2 in Meaſure ſanctiſied, or ſanctifying in, and by 
e Power and Virtue thereof work- 
g in their inward Parts: and this The true 
ay be made up of divers diſtinct Church. 
therings, or. Churches in feveral 
wuntries or Nations: I ſay, ſo long as theſe, or 
of them do retain that, which juſtly entitles 
em the Church or Churches of Chriſt, (which 
ky may be truly call'd) though there may fall 
t ſome Differences, Diviſions or Schiſmis among 
km; As we may fee, there was no ſmall Dif. 
nion in the Church of Aut ioch, and yet it ceaſed 
It to be a Church, A#s 15. 2. and 1 Cor. 1. 11. 
For it hath been declared unto me of you, my Bre- 
ren, that there are Content ions among you, and 
t Verſe 2. he entities them the Church of God, 
wm that are ſan#ified in _ 
ſus: So; long, I ſay, as they, truly. The certain 
tain this Title of the Church of Fenn of 
irik, as being really ſuch, there Km 4 ny __ 
ll never be wanting the certain Oh of 
Wement of Truth. For which, Chriſt. 
| 1 G beſides, 


* 
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beſides «the poſitive Promiſe of Chriſt befor@llatio 
mentioned (which is not without Blaſphemy ore u! 
be called in Queſtion, or doubted of) 1 ſhall aq ing 
theſe Reaſons. That ſeeing the Church of Chriltle, o 
is his Body, of which he is the Head, it weny g 
to make Chriſt negligent of his Body, who ſtil Hus m1 
himſelf the good Shepherd, and hath ſaid, He vWering 
never leave nor forſake his own; or elſe (which May be 
worſe) it will infer a Poſhbility of Error, Qfudemen 
Miſtake in Chriſt, in whom, as the Head are tWontro1 
Eyes of the Body, by which it is to be Ruled MW Secon 
all things. Next, We never find in all the Scrifih the 
ture ſince the Goſpel, that ever this was WantingMuler hi 
but that God fill gave Infallible Judgment We had n 
his Spirit in ſome of the Reſpects above-mentioneſeding | 
If the Tranſactions and Controverſies of the atte{ihye ot! 
Centuries be alledged, I will boldly affirm ane Chr 
prove, That there was never a True JudgmeWMntial 
wanting, ſo long as the Nature and Eſſence oft ectual 
true Church was retained : If any will needs affir Wy any 
otherwiſe, let them ſhew me where, and I ſha there 
_ anſwer it. Though I deny not (that after ti is. a 
Myſtery of Iniquity did begin to work, or had Wleaſur: 
wrought firſt by intermixing, and afterward lreater, 
altogether forſaking the Nature of Truth, e Bod 
taining only the bare Name of the Church) bd leſs 
that there might be ſome ſcattered Ones, henWeak, 
and there one in a Nation, and now and then oe Ev; 
in an Age, who by the Power and Virtue of thiith ; 

Spirit of Life working in then Re 
Witneſſes in might be truly ſanctified; yet theſMwho a 
Sack-cloth. were but as Witneſſes in Sack-clot onqu 
| no ways ſufficient to give theſe A\Ferſy : 
ſemblies, in which they were engroſſed, the Apiiſfeomes 
| ; | pellationAifnem 
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beforſihellation of the Church of Chriſt, coming no 
nemy ore under Obſervation by the Generality, nor 
hall ad ing as to them any more Influence, than ſome 
of Chriilfttle, or ſcarcely diſcernible Sparks of Fire in 


it weiny great Heaps and Mountains of Aſhes, And 
ho ſtilMhus much to prove, that where there is any Ga- 
„Heu ering or Aſſembly, which truly and properly 
which Way be called the Church of Chriſt, the Infallible 
rror, NMugment will never be Wanting in Matters of 
d are tHontroverſy. | is Eh 
Ruled Wl Secondly, That ordinarily God hath Aſſert. 2. 

he Seri the communicating of bis Mi Proved. 

V antinguer his Goſpel employed ſuch, whom | 
ment Wh had made Vſeof in gathering of hisChurch, and in 
entione ing and watching over them, though not exclu- 
he afteinz others. For as in a Natural Body (to which 
irm ae Church of Chriſt is compared) the more ſub- 
1dgmenWantial and powerful Members do work moſt 
ce of t ectual; and their Help is moſt neceſſary to ſup- 
ds affe any Defect or Trouble in the Body: So alſo, 
d I tha there be Diverſities of Gifts in the Church 
fter tis is above proved) and ſome have a greater 
Ir had fleaſure, and ſome a leſſer; thoſe that have rhe 
ward Hreeater, are more capable to do Good, and to help 


-uth, re Body in its need, than others, that are weaker, 


reh) bid lefs powerful: Since there are Strong and 
es, hei enk, Babes and Young-Men, who have overcome 
then one Evil One, and in whom the Word of God abi- 
je of thWeth ; ſuch are more able, when the Enemy beſets, 
then Reſiſt (having already Overcome) than others, 
et theſMWyho are but yet wreſtling, and not 

k-clotnConquerors. Now, every Contro- From the Be. 
heſe Alerſy and Diſſen tion in the Church „ of 
nod vmes from the Beſetments of the hijqrrons a- 


Enemy.z yet if any > "rm" Strong rife, 
3 


or 
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1 


or Young Men, or Powerful Members go fro 
their Station, it is not denied, but that they a 
as weak as any; and it is pre- ſuppoſing the 
Faithfulneſs in their Place, that I thus affir 


Es 3 ye 


and no otherwiſe. Nor yet do I limit the Loft at 
to this Method; For in him are all the Treaſuri® Mat 
both of our Wiſdom and Strength; and the weakmme 
in his Hand are as ſtrong, as the ſtrongeſt, wi, he 
may now as well, as heretofore. kill a Goliah Wt Gent 
the Hand of little David: Yet we ſee, the LofWords | 
doth ordinarily make Uſe of the Strong to ſuſWrards- 
rt the Weak ; and indeed, when: ſuch as mW, A 
termed Weak, are ſo made Uſe of, it alters i not 


meab! 
thitan 
many 
80 al! 
er in 8 

ut the 
itivel 


Nature of their Place, and conſtitutes them i 
higher and more eminent Degree. For though 
was little David, it was alſo he, that was to 
King of Iſrael. Though the Apoſtles were me 
Men among the Jews; yet they were ſuch, 
were to be the Apoſtles of the Lord of Glot 
Inſtruments to gather the loſt Sheep of the: Ho 
of Iſrael, and to Proclaim the acceptable Day 
the Lord. And though Paul was once account 
the Leaſt of all the Saints, a Child born out of d 
Time; yet was he him, who was to be the great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles. 
Now, then let us conſider, whom the Lord mak 
uſe of in the Affairs of the Primitive-Church, a 
through whom he gave forth his Infallible Jud 
ment? Did he not begin firſt by Peter? he w 
the firſt, that ſpake in the firſt Meeting they ha 
A, 1. and who firſt ſtood up after the pourit 
forth of the Spirit; and who firſt appeared 
fore the Council of the Jews, and ſpake in Beha 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt: Though I am far "y 
| 1143 (5107 Call 
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fore appointed Elders and Officers in his Church, 
Though it be far from us to limit the Lord, ſo 
as to exclude any from this Priviledge; nor yet 
on the other hand, will the Poſſibility hereof, be a 
ſufficient Warrant, to allow every obſcure Mem. 
ber to ftand up, and offer to Rule, Judge, and 
Condemn the whole Body: Nor yet is it without 
Cauſe, that ſuch an One's Meflage is jealouſed, 
and called in Queſtion, unleſs it have very great 
Evidence, and be bottomed upon ſome very 
weighty and ſolid Cauſe and Foundation. And 
God doth ſo furniſh thoſe whom he raiſes up, in 
a ſingular Manner, of which (as I ſaid) I mind 
no Inſtance in the New-Teſtament : And in the 
Old we ſee, though it was ſtrange, that little 
David (ſhould oppoſe himſelf to the great Goliah 
yet he had before that, killed both the Lyon and 
the Bear, which was no leſs improbable ; and 
which of all is moſt obſervable, was before that 
Time, by the Appointment of God, and the Hand 
of the Prophet anointed King of Iſrael. Com- 
pare the 16th and 17th Chapters of the 1 o 


Samuel, n | 
| | Now as to the Third, That any 
A 3: particular Perſons de facto, or effectu- 


ally giving out. a poſitiuve Fndgment, is no 
Incroaching nor Impoſing upon their Brethren's Con- 
ſcience, is neceſſarily included in what is ſaid be- 
fore; upon which for further Probation, there 
will only need this ſhort Reflection. That for 
any Member or Members in Obedience to the 
Lord, to give forth a poſitive Judgment in the 
Church of Chriſt, is their proper Place and Of⸗ 
fice, they being called to it ; and fo for them to 
eee 15 % Exerciſe 


ts © » 
8 


— 
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irch. Nerciſe that place in the Body, which the Head 
d, ſolves them to; is not to uſurp Authority over 
wir Fellow Members: As on the other Hand, 


yet 

1 a ſubmit and obey, (it being the Place of ſome 

Mem. to do) is not a Renouncing a being led by the 

andi irit; ſceing the Spirit leads them ſo to do: 
chout nd not to obey, in caſe the Judgment be ac- | 
uſed ding to Truth. and the Spirit lead to it, is, | 


doubt, both offenſive and ſinful. And that all 


great 
s may be ſuppoſed in the Church of Chriſt 


very 

Andi tchout Abſurdity, and ſo eſtabliſh the above- 
up, inﬀeotioned Propofitions, will appear by a ſhort 
mindM:view of the former Paſſages. | 


in thek that Peter and James, their giving a poſitive 


little agment in the Caſe of Difference, in divers 
Gol iabrticulars, did not infer them to be Impoſers, 
n andi neither will any ſo doing now, being led to it 
; andi the ſame: Authority : Every one may eaſily 
e that e the Application. And on the contrary, if 
Handi any to have ſtood up, and reſiſted their Judg- 


Com- 
1ſt o 


ent, pretending an Unclearneſs, or ſo, and 
tereby held up the Difference after their Sen- 
nce, breaking the Peace and Unity 


at any Wi the Church (Things being conclu- Acts 15. 21. 
effet u Wed with an It ſeemed good to t he | 

t, is no Why Ghoſt, and to us) 1 fay, if ſuch would have 
„Cen- Nen juſt Cauſe of Offence, and have been cut 
aid be- as Deſpiſers of Dignities of Old, will not the 
1, there Wie Caſe now occurring, hold the fame Conclu- 
nat for In > Now whether tho'c Propoſitions do not 
to the Nd upon the Principles before laid down and 

- in the Moved, I leave to ever) Judicious and impartial 
ind Of- Weader to judge. | os 


hem to 


68 4 Moreover 
exerciſe $6854 S T 
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Moreover we ſee, how poſitive the Apoſtle 
Paul, is in many particulars, throughout all hi; 
Epiſtles, inſomuch as he ſaith; 2 Theſſ. ult. v. 14, 
IF any Man obey not our Word by this Epiſtle, note 
that Man, and have no Company with him, that he 
may be aſhamed. And in many more Places be. 
fore-mentioned, where he command 4femb 


of it in its proper Place. SECTION 


— 


Ip this 
Opprel 
Church 


Submiſſion them both to obey him, and ſeveral 
and Obedi- others, who were appointed (no doubt H 
ence ro tae. by the Spirit of God) io be Rulers] : 
gment o n | 
ruth, the among them; and yet, who will ſay, Wetter, 
Spirit of that either the Apoſtle did more voted ! 
God leads than he ought, in Commanding 2? Or Worinic 
mig they leſs, than they were obliged to, Nd Gen: 
in Submitting 2 And yet neither were to do any Who hol 
thing contrary or more, than the Spirit of God 45 
in themſelves led them to, or. allowed them in. Chai 
And if the Church of God bear any Parity or Wr\vf tt 
Proportion now in theſe Days, with what it did W#;h;, 
of Old (as I know no Reaſon Why it ſhould not) Wned, w 
the ſame Things may now be' ſuppoſed to take y- Sc 
Effect, that did then; and alſo be lawfully done Nya w. 
upon the like Occaſton, proceeding from the ſame Nofefs 
Spirit, and eſtabliſned upon the ſame Baſis and nie 
Foundation. And thus much as to that Part, to W to un 
ſhew, In whom the Power of Deciſian is? Which unq̃. 
being ſeriouſly and impartially confidered, is ſuf- 
ficient to clear us from the "Tyranny, either of Wl Firſt, 
Popery, or any other of that Nature, with thoſe fal 
that are not either wilfully Blind, or very igno- Wome, 
rant of Popiſh Principles, as the Judicious-Reader Wy it. 
may obſer ve. But ſeeing, To manifeſt that Dif- ¶ Secy 
| ference, was one of thoſe Things propoſed to be Wie fo 
conſidered of, I ſhall now come to ſay ſomething ue r 


latter, whether of thoſe that are moſt 


SE oN VIII. 


yy this Government altogether differeth from the 


Oppreſſing aud Perſecuting-Principality of the 
Church of Rome, and other Ant i-Chriſt ian 
Aſſemblies. | 


F Hatever Way we underſtand: Head 1. 
4 be f 188 * o . 5 ropo 5 A 
the Popiſh Principles in this — Hy 
yoted to the See of Rome, as the King of Spain's 
ominions, and the Princes of Italy; the Jeſuits, 


jd Genarality of all thoſe called Religious. Orders, 


ho. hold, that Papa in Cathedra non poteſt errare, 
wet abſque- Concilio; that is, That the Pope in 
Chair, cannot err, though without a Council; 


r of thoſe that are leſs devoted, who plead this 


faZibility in the Pope and Council, lawfully con- 
ned, Who yet by the more zealous, are reckoned” 
Wtty.Schiſmaticks 3 I ſay, whatever 

Nay. we take them, all thoſe that do Pit 

wels themſelves Members of the of 45 ) 
mz Church, and are ſo far ſuch, - Church, 

to underſtand. their own Principles, Ty 
b unqueſtionably. acknowledge. 


Principles | 


Firſt, That no General-Conncil can be I. 

wfully called, without the Biſhop of | 
lome, as -Chriſt's Vicar, and Peter's Succeſſor 
n en it $3 
Secaadly, That either be himſelf, or 
me for bim, as his Legates, muſt be 
tre preſent, and always preſide. 


Il, 


Thirdly, 


* — 


— 
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Thirdly, That the Members having Vote, are 
made up of Biſhops or Presbyters, or Commiſſio. 
ners from the ſeveral Orders, being of the Clcr. 


SJ. 
IV. Fourthly, That what is concluded on 


by Plurality of Votes, and Agreed to by Mpeſart 
the Pope and bis Legates, muſt neceſſarily be ſup. auth 
poſed to be the Judgment of the Infallible Spi. Now | 
rit. | herein 
V. Fifthly, That all the Members of the d Abt 
Church are bound implicitly to Receive and P0pi/f 
Believe it, oy it proceeds from a Council to bee with 
accounted Lawful in the Reſpects above-mentioned, N er wiſe 
without regard to the Intrinſick or Real Truths ungs 
of the Things preſcribed, or bringing them in am 40d. 1 
Reſpe# to the Teſt or Examination of the Spirit Wgreemt 
of God in themſelves, or the Scriptures Teſtimony, Ml The t 
or their Agreement or Diſagreement with Truths Widgme 
formerly believed and received: for ſo much as to D,: 
prove or try them by Way of Doubt, they reckon a | Ani 
Breach of the firſt Command; as on the other band Nene ſs 
a Matter of Merit, implicitly to receive and be. WW (aid, 
lieve them, however inconſiſtent with the Teſtinom er ſbip 
of the Spirit in ones own Heart, Scripture, Truth thſtan 
and Reaſon. We" by hich i. 
VI. Sixthly, That no Man as a Member of the t bet 
Church of Chriſt in that ſimple Capacity, un- ere W 

leſs a Clergyman, or the Ambaſſador of ſome King, Ne do. 
&c. can be admitted to Sit, Vote, or give his Judg- Next 
ment. e | nurch 
VII. Seventhly, That it 7s in 0 Reſpect to be d 1! 
ſuppoſed, that any Member ass, eſpecially Laicks Nppoſi 
whether in a particular City, Country or Nat ion, Nit. 
may meet concerning any Things relating to the 5 _ 
on 3; chan 7 aud Chu 


le, ho 
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E SST. ok ONT EE TT IIA there 1s 
or exact their form be, are to be accounted the fallib. 
Church of Chriſt, except the Infallible Spirit duecelft 
lead and guide; what can be the Hazard to ſay, true, w 
that in ſuch a Church there is ſtill an Infallible oe to a 
Judgment? Indeed, this is ſo far from Poper), ingly 
that it reſolves in a Propoſition: quite contraditt- Wur 3k - 
ory to them. Ihe Romaniſts, ſay, That the In. Wc.,.eus 
f:flible Spirit always accompanies the out ward viſi. the 
ble Profeſſors, and is annexed to the Eternal Succeſ. ſulget 
ſion of Biſhops and Paſtors, though ever ſo uit ions an I. 
447 to their: Lives ;,yea, though per. by any, 

* For ſome. Popes: fe# * Atheiſts and Infidels in their God 
bal Bra en private 2 j f —_ the: 
left ta bub the y profeſing the Catholick Faith, {iq f 
— — Subjection to the Church, Beca 
rures, as to the t hey muſt be Partakers of the In. ir i 
HiſtoryofChriſt,, fallible Spirit. We ſay the quite 

I 


—_— T TE” n 


* thei! 
and to call in contrary, That where there is ei. ſe. Ogg 
— 2 ther Vitiouſneſs of Perſons, or __ 
Soul, and the Re- Unſoundneſs of Judgment in the ¶ che 
ſurrection. Particular Members, theſe can. In 

not by virtue of any outward Call Not ga 
or Succeſſion they have, or any Profeſſon they faith. 
make, or Authority they may pretend to, ſo much Ind ſe 


as claim an Intereſt in any Part of the Church of ie 

e, Chriſt, or the Tafabible Spirit. Wh gets 
The InfaBible Judg- So then, if we admit none to Nred 
ment where it is? |, he Members. of the Church, 


: 
. 


Conclu 
but ſuch as are led and guid. Right 
ed by the Spirit, it will be no Popery in the Se- be ſux 


cond Place to affirm, That where there is a Com- Fo 1 
any of People ſo gathered, who are not airy ß 
onger to retain juſtly the Name of the Church 

of Chriſt, than they are led and guided Sit, 

1 
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era 8 


Spirit, or a Church ſo qualified and deſigned, 
there is ſtill an Iufallible Fadgment.” So that this 
IWallibility is not annexed*to the Perſons, to the | 
Succeſſion, to the bare viſible Profeſſion (though 
true, which the Church of [Rome is denied to be) 
or to any Society, becauſe of its Profeſſion ;, but 
ingly- and alone to the True, Real and Effectual 
Work of Sandt ification and Regeneration, the New 
Creature brought forth in the Heart: And this 
s the Spiritual Man, which the Apoſtles ſaith, 
\udgeth all Things, 1 Cor. 2. 15. To affirm, there 
s an Infallibility here, cannot well be condemned 
by any, or whoſo doth, muſt needs ſay, the Spirit 
of God is fallible: For we place the Infallibility 
the Spirit and in the Power, not in the Perſons. 
and ſo theſe are the Degrees we aſcend by 
Becauſe ſuch and ſuch Men are led by the Spi- 
rit of God, and are obedient to the Grace in 
their Hearts, therefore are they Members and 
Officers in the Church of Chriſt. And becauſe 
they are Members of the Church of Chriſt in 
* the: Reſpett before declared, therefore there is 
an Iufallible Fugment among them. We do 
ot ſay, Becauſe ſuch Men profeſs the Chriſtian 
Rith,-and have received an outward Ordination, 
ind ſo are by a Lawful Succeſſion, formally eſta- 
liſhed Officers in the Church, when they Meet 
together (according to certain Rules above de- 
cared) there is an Iafallibility annexed to their 
Concluſions,” and they cannot but decide what is 
Right ; or rather, what they decide muſt needs 
be ſuppoſed to be Right. Who ſeeth not here a 
aſt Diſproportion?;ßũ ty 


Nou 
a 


n. 
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Now we differ herein fundamentally, that Up pects : 


to the very Baſis and Foundation upon which y Note ar 
build; and that not only from the Church of. Any 
Rome, but alſo from the Generali e Fol 

The Conſtituti- ty of Proteſtants in this Matter, Al8Wudgm: 
r 0 — Proteſtants do acknowledge a G:W"!y to 
cil among— #74 Council to be. uſeful, yea, ne Chri 
ceflary in the Caſe of diviſion o ifferet 


debate; let us conſider the Baſis upon which the all ſur 
| proceed, and theStreſs they lay upon ii Firſt 
1. Prote= Firſt, All jointly, both the Prelati e Ch. 
fam. cal and Presbyterial will have this Sy{ccount 
| nod or Council to conſiſt of a Convo Secon 
cation of the Clergy, choſen and fent from th erſecu 
Particular Congregations, with ſome few Laic{Wp"t in 
Elders, called together by the Civil Magiſtrate MW 71:7: 
in Caſe he be one in Judgment with them. d paſs 
They decide by Plurality of Votes. And tho of / 
they aſſume not an Abſolute Infallibility, in tha And 
they reckon it poſſible for them to Err; yet e, f 
they reckon their Deciſions Obligatory upon thei hat it 
ſuppoſed Conſonancy to the Scripture: and how ap] 


ever do Affirm, That the Civil Magiſtrate hat 
Power to conſtrain all to Submit and Obey ; o 
elſe to puniſh them either by Death, Baniſhment 
Impriſonment, Confiſcation of Goods, or ſome 
other Corporeal Fain; even though ſuch be per 
ſwaded and offer to make appear, that the De 


ciſions they refuſe, are contrary to the Scrip ; Th 


- tures. 
2. Papi. And Laſth : (Among the Papiſes i 
None, tho' otherwiſe Confeſſed to be bich In 
a Member of the Church both Knowing and So: Pop 
ber, except Commiſſionate in ſome of the Re . 
lat WH, 


ſpect 
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pets above-declared, can be Admitted to Sit, 
Vote and give his Judgment. 


Any that will be at the Pains to apply this to 


he Foundation, I before laid of the Infaliblicy of 
judgment, in that we may account 

nly to be truly called the Church 3. We differ from 
fChriſt, will eaſily ſee the great them both. 
difference betwixt us; which I 

hall ſum up in theſe Particulars : 


Firſt. Do we Exclude any Member of 1. 


he Church of Chriſt, that may be truly 
ccounted ſo, to tell his Judgment: 


Secondly, Do we ſay, Man ought to be 2. 


erſecuted in his Outwards for his Diſ- 
ent in Spirituals: 


Thirdly, Do we plead, That Deciſion is 3. 


) paſs Concluſive, becauſe of the Plura- 
ity of Yotes ? | | 

And much more; which the Reader may ob. 
rve, from what is already mentioned: which 


hat it may be all more Obvious at One Viem, 


ill appear ſomewhat clearly by this following 
figure ; which will give the Reader an Oppor. 


* to Recollect, what lay heretofore more ſcat. 
red. 


The RomanaisrTs II. The Generality of 
ſay, PROTESTANTS ſay, 


1. That there is an In- 1. That though all Sy. 
Wibility in the Church: nods and Coun- 
ich Infallibility is, when cils may Err; /t.Conf. 


e Pope calls a General yet ſuch Aſſem- f *Faitb.. 


blies are need- Chap. 


ful for the Edi. 


unoil of Biſhops, &c. 
lat whatſoever they con- 


clude fication ' 


FRE 


6 !—— 


_ 


104 -The Anarchy 7 the Ranters, &c. Set. VII. 


elude and agree upon, 
muſt needs be the Infal- 
lible Judgment of the 


Spirit of God, becauſe of 


fication of the Church 
That ſuch do conſiſt o 
a Convocation of the 
Clergy, with ſome fer 


' the © Promiſe of Chriſt #Laicks particularly Cho 


That he would not ſuf- 
fer the Gates of Hell 
to prevail againſt His 
Church. | 

2. And that the Pope 
and Council, made up 0 
certain of the Clergy, ha 
ving One Outward Suc- 
ceſhon, and being law- 
fully Ordained according 
to the Canons, are that 


Church, to which that 


Promiſe is made, howe- 
ver wicked or depraved 
they be; yet this Infalli. 
ble Judgment follows them, 
as being neceſſarily an- 
nexed to their Office, in 
which the Authority ſtill 


ſtands in its full Strength 


and Vigour. 


3. So that there lies an 
Obligation upon the whole 


Body of the Church to 


Obey their Decree s: Aud 
ſuch as do net, are not, with Reverence, and Sub 


only 


ſen. That all others, ex 
cept thoſe ſo Elected 
have not any Right tc 
Vote or give Judgment 

2. That ſuch an A 


F ſembly ſo conſtitute, ma 


Miniſterially determine 
Controverſies of Faith 
Caſesof Conſcience, Mat 
ters of Worſhip, and au 
thoritatiyely determine 
the ſame, The Deciſio 
is to be by Plurality o 
Votes, without any xe 
| ceſſary Reſpett to the 1 
ward Holineſs or Rege 
neration of the Perſons 
if ſo be, they be Out 
ward Called, Ordaine 


| 


Place and Capacity, a 
gives them an Authori 
ty to be Members of ſucl 
an Afﬀembly. 

3. What they thus de 


cording to the Scripture 
ought to be receive 


mitte 


and Inveſted in ſuch {4 


cide (as they judge ac 
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hurchM ly certainly Damned mitted to: And thoſe 
"fiſt of for their Diſobedience, that do not, to be pu- 
of th but that it is the Duty of niſhed by the Civil Ma- 
ne fete Civil Magiſtrate |to|giſtrate by Death, Ba- 
y Cho puniſh ſuch - by Death, niſhment or Impriſon- 
rs, ex Baniſhment or Impriſon. ment, though they de- 
lected nent, &c. in * they clare, and be ready to e- 


ght tq f ſe. vidence, that it is, be- 
Sment | cauſe they are not Agree- 
an A ſable to the Scripture, 
te, ma they refuſe ſuch Decrees. 


ermint 

Faith 
de, Mat 
and au 
termine 
Deciſio 


1. That whereas none truly ought, ; 1 FI * 
tor can be accounted the Church of The ods: 
Chriſt, but ſuch as are in a Meaſure d Metibers 


ality ofSan# fed, or San#ifying by the Grace , _ 

any Wof God, and led by his Spirit; nor yet any made 
the 1:WOfficers in the Church, but by the Grace of God 
r Kegeſand Inward Revelation of his Spirit, (not by Out- 
er ſons Nrard Ordination or Succeſſion:) from which none 
Xe Outs to be excluded, if fo called, whether Married, 
daine or a Tradeſman, or a Servant. Lol) 

ſuch WF 2. If ſo be, in ſuch a Church there | 
city, 1Yhould, ariſe any, Difference, there Their [nfl 
zuthorißz vin be an Iafallible Judgment from lible  Judg- 


of ſuelſſche Spirit of God, which may be in 


General Aſſemhly; yet not limited 


thus dee it, as excluding others: And may prove the 


age ac Judgment of the Plurality; yet not to be decided 
ripturc thereby, as if the Infallilility were placed there, 
recct\cWexelWing the fewer. In which Meeting or Aſ- 
and SudEfembly upon ſuch an Account, there is no Limi- 

mitte | tation 
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ll. — 


tation to be of Perſons particular Cboſen: bur Neiſon, 
that all that in a Tre Sense oh vo? fag and ac 
of the Church, as being Sober and Weighty, may If that t! 
be preſent, and give their Judgment. f 
3. And that the [nfalibleFudgment I it Ris 
To de ſub- of Truth (which cannot be wanting ders a 
mitcel ans. in ſucha Chureh) whether it be given quent] 
through one or more, ought to beſ ber R 
ſubmitteq to, not aſe ſuch Perſons give it Charc 
but becanſe the Spirit leads ſo to do: which every that ! 
one coming to in themſelves, will willingly and expect 
naturally aſſent to. And if any through Diſo it (no 
bedience orUnelearnefs, do not all that the Church the M 
ought to do, ſhe is to deny them her Spiritus diflent 
Fellowſhip; in caſe the Nature of their Diſobe Men, 
dience. be of that Conſequenee, as may deſerve} Hiani: 
ſuch a Cenſure : But by no Means for Matter of know 
Conſcience to Moleſt, Trouble, or Perſecute any Gene: 
in their Outwardds. 
Wo win be at the Paivs, to compare theſc 
Three ſeriouſſy together, I am hopeful, will need 
* no further Argument to prove the 
ObjeFvon, Difference. But if any will furthe 
Object, What, if it fall our de facto unerr 
that the Teachers, Elders, or Plurality do decide | 
(and from thence will ſay) This is lib. 
Anſwer. the Church of Rome, and other fal/q 
| Churches? It will be hard to prove that ____ 
to be an Infallible Mark of a ee 
as we haye not ſaid it is of a Right. And indeed 
to conclude it were ſo, would neceſſariſy condem 
the Church in the Apoſtles Days, where we fcc 
the Teachers and Elders, and fo far as we Gan ob 
- ſerve, the greater Number did agree to the Pe 
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eißon, Acts 1. 15. For if the Thing be Right, 
and according to Truth, it is ſo much the better, 
that the Elders and greater Number do agree to it; 
and if Wrong, their Affirming it will not make 
it Right: And truly, a Gathering, whete the El- 
ders and greater Number are always, or moſt fre- 
quently WY Ongs and the Younger and leſſer Num- 
der Right, is fuch, as we cannot ſuppoſe the true 
Church of Chriſt to be. And if any will plead, 
that there is now no Infallible Tudgment to be 
expected from the Spirit of God in he Church, 
it (no doubt) will leave the Diſſenters as much in 
the Miſt and at as great a Loſs, as thoſe they 
diſſent from; both being no better than Blind 
Men, hitting at Random, which will turn Chri- 
Rianity into Scepticiſm. . And though we may ac- 
knowledge, .that this Uncertainty prevails in the 
Generality of thoſe called Churcbes; yet we do 
firmly believe (for the-Reaſons above. declated, and 
many more that might be given) That the True 


Church of Chriſt has a moxe ſolid, table, Foun- 
dation 3 and being never ſeparated from Chriſt, 


her Head, walks in a more certain, ſteady, and 
unerring Path. | | 
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THE 


CONCLUSION. 
= WER: 

i; 0 erted an roved in 
r en this Treatiſe, reſolves in 
theſe following Particulars : 


I. Firſt, That in the Church of 
Chriſt, when it conſiſts of a viſible Peo 

ple (for I ſpeak not here of the Church in the 
dark Night of Apoſtacy, that conſiſted not of any 
Society viſibly united) gathered into the Belict 
of certain Principles, and united in the Joint 
Performance of the Worſhip of God, as Meeting 
together, Praying, Preaching, Ec. there is, and 
ſtill muſt be a certain Order and Government. 


II. Secondly, That this Government, as 

to the outward Form of it, conſiſts 

of certain Meetings, appointed principally for 

that End; yet not fo, as to exclude Ads of 
Worſhip, if the Spirit move thereunto. 


III. Thirdly, The Object of this Go 
| vernment is two-fold, Outwards and 
Tnwards, The Outwards relate mainly to the 
Care of the Poor, of Widows and Fathe " 
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dere may be alſo included Marriages, and the 

moving of all Scandals, in things undeniably 

rong : The Inwards reſpect an Apoſtacy, either 

Principles or Practices, that have a Pretence 

Conſcience, and that either in denying ſome 

tuths already Received and Believed; or Aſſert- 
g New-Dottrines, that ought not to be received. 
Thich again (to ſub- divide) may either be * 

hings Fundamental, and of great Moment; 
Things of leſs Weight in themſelves, yet . 
eding from a wrong Spirit, and which in the 
tural and certain Conſequence of them, tend to 
ke Schiſms, Diviſions, Animoſities, and in ſum, 

break that Bond of Love and Unity, that is 
þ needfal to be upheld and eſtabliſhed in the 
hurch of Chriſt. And here come alſo under 
is Conſideration, all Emulations, Strifes, Back- 
tings, and Evil: Surmiſings. ' 


ch of 
e Peo 
in the 
of any 


Belief 


Joint 

eeting b | os 
8, anc Fuurthly, That i in the true Church IV. 
ent, Chriſt, (accordipg to the Definition 


dove⸗given of it) there will in ſuch Caſes of 
ifferences and Controverſies, ſtill be an Infallible 


ent, agghagment from the Spirit of God, either in one 
conſiſt per, few or more, 

ly fo 

\Cts ol 


Fifthly, That: this Tnfallible gude. V. 
ent; is only and uvalterably annexed | 

d ſeated in the Spirit and Power of God; not 
any particular Per ſon or Perfons, Meeting or 
ſembly, by Virtue of any fetled Ordination. 
office, Place or Station, that ſuch may have, or 
ave bag in the Church; no Man, Men nor 


Meeting 


is Go 
ds an 
to the 
erleſs 
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& | A Summary RecoleFion 


Meeting ſtanding; or being inveſted in any A 
thority in the Church of Chriſt upon oth 
Terms, than ſo long as he or they abide in t 
living Senſe, and Unity of the Life in their o 
Particulars: which whoſbever one or more, i 
wardly departs from, 3¹ falto, loſes all Auth And Z: 
rity, Office, or certain Diſcerning, he or they falfſk no . 
merly have had; though retaining the true Pri contra. 
 eiples and ſound: Form, and (may be) not fall they 
into any groſs Practices, as may declare them guns bot! 
nerally to be thus withered and decayed. other 


VI. 'Sixthly, That : Jeſus: Chriſt und 
My the Goſpel hath ordinarily revealed 
Will in ſuch. Caſes through the Elders, and 
niſters of the Church, or a General Meeting 
whoſe Teſtimony is neither to be deſpiſed, or r 
jected without good Cauſe. Neither is the 
taking upon them really to decide, any j 
Ground to _— them with Impoſition, or 
quarrel with their Judgment; unleſs it can 
1 that they are decayed, and have loſt the 
Diſcerning, as above. OF Di | 


. * 


A 


N the 


. VII. FSseventhly, That to Submit and Ol being 


| in ſuch Caſes, is no detracting fro Uidren 
the common Priviledge of Chriſtians, to be indudt. 
wardly led by the Spirit, ſeeing the Spirit bY ö; 
led ſome heretofore ſo to do, and yet may. Fitten 


that every Pretence of Unclearnefs, is not a ſu 

_ ficient Excuſe for Diſobedience, ſeeing that ma 
proceed from Obſtinacy, or a Mind prepoſſe ſſe/ a Loz 
with Prejudice: Yet: ſay I not, any ought to d * $ 
AL * Street 


*, 


0. All before they be clear; and who are, every 


$a 1 Right, will not want earneſs, in what 
zn ti ought to do. 

eir © | 7 4 | — & — Sw 
tore, f | ; 


Auth And Th, That theſe Principles VIII. 
ney fol no ways tainted with impoſition 
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